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At a Gn "Cover of 'the United Company 
of Merchants of England Trading to the Eaſt- 
Indies, held at their Houſe in Leadenhall Street, 
on Thurſday the 15th N 17925 at Twelve x 
o'Clock at N . ih 


3 O03 
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With moſt of the Didtorbns: and a numerous 
Appearance of the /GENERALITY. 


The Minutes of the laſt General Court of the 14th | 
| December were read. 


4 


Tur Chat” e the Court, that it is 
ſummoned at the deſire of Nine Proprietors, to take 
tc into conſideration an application to His Majeſty's 


Miniſters, or to Parliament, for lowering the duties 
on Eaſt-India Sugar.” 


SOT >. 


46 ene Injure the conſumptio 


* 


| The * from the Nine Proprietor was read, \ds 


WS SIE + > ting 


1 


wa Vol | Gunung" Rn > | Nl 

0 WE We names are underſigned, being Pro- 
« prietors of Eaſt-India Stock, duly qualified, requeſt 
„ you will be pleaſed to call a Geberel Court of the 
% Eaſt-India Company, to take into conſideration an 
application to His Maje jeſty's Miniſters, or to Par- 


e Paw for lowering the duties on Eaſt-India 


* 5 weaſure highly expedient at this time, 
« when the prices of Sdga dre ſo high 2s to 


-Doth-o£ithat ar- 
* ticle, and af of Tea, from which the Public; I 


well as the 11 derive ſuch, eflential. benefits. 


eisen 2 1: 


We have the h6nor to temain, 
3+. 2/5 % ::::- | -$-Yourobethent ſervants;  ..' 


© RANDLE Jacxson, 
BENIN. Hamer, 
„ . © Jx*, Cooper, 
e To the Honorable the „ 'Tno'. Evxxkrr, 8 


n Court of Ditectore, Kt. &c. J Loupock, 


London, March 9, 1792. J. N. CoussMakkR, 
ab ih ynm970! 10 9 „ IN. Fate, 
| „ Wy. BRowNe, 
„ CoLIN MACKENZIE.” 


C 


One of the Gentlemen who ſigned the ſaid 
Letter acquainted the Court with the bufineſs for 
which it was called; and the following Motions were 
made and ſeconded, viz. N. 


« THAT it appears to this Court, that the pre- 
ſent enormous price of Sugar 1s owing to the annual 
importation of that article being very unequal to the 
encreaſed conſumption in Great- Britain, and the 
demand for exportation. 

That the Eaſt-India Company, having been called 
upon by the Publick to aſſiſt them, have taken the 
fubje& into their moſt ſerious confideration, and are 
of opinion, that they can ſpeedily and permanently 
ſupply a confiderable quantity of Sugar for the relief 
of Great-Britain, provided they are placed on the 
ſame footing, with reſpect to duties and drawbacks, 
as the Weſt-India Planters. 

That the preſent high duty of £ 37. 165. 3d. per 
cent. on Eaſt-India Sugars, while the Weſt-India 
pays only 15s. per cwt. was purely accidental, and 
not fixed with any prohibitory view. Sugar not 
having ranked among the Company's imports at the 
time of eſtabliſhing the preſent Tarif, it was not 
even-named, and can only now be received, under: 
the head of ManufaQuured Goods non-enixaerated at. 
4 37+ 165. 3d. per cent. ad valorem. * 

That the importation of Eaſt-India Sugar 1 is not 
* eſſential to the relief of the Britiſh conſumer, 
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but of the utmoſt moment to the Publick at large: 


who, beſides profiting by the increaſe of Revenue, 
which muſt ariſe from an increaſed importation, are 
entitled by law to three-fourths of all the profit 


which may be made by the Eaſt-India Company 


above eight per cent. upon their Capital, 


«That, if the! importation of Eaſt-India Sugar is not 


allowed (che preſent duty operating as a prohibition), 
the Sugar Trade, and the Carrying Trade attached to 
it, muſt inevitably be driven 1nto the hands of Foreign- 
ers; who have already ſent, and are ſtill ſending, ſhips 
from various Ports of Europe and America to India to 
purchaſe that article. 

“That therefore it is abſolutely eſſential to the re- 
lief of the Britiſh Conſumer, the proſperity of the 
public Revenue, and the preſervation of the Sugar 
Trade, with its attendant Carrying Trade, to Great- 
Britain, that Sugar (being the produce of the Britiſh 


Territories in the Eaſt-Indies) be received into this 


Country upon equal terms with Sugar nd by 
other Britiſh Plantations. 

c That the Court of Directors be requeſted to lay 
theſe Reſolutions before the Lords Commiſſioners of 


His Majeſty's Treaſury, accompanying the ſame with 


their own earneſt repreſentations in the name of this 
Court : That they be further requeſted to take ſuch 
other ſteps as to them ſhall appear neceſſary, to ob- 
tain an equalization of duty, and to lay their Pro- 
ceedings before a General Court. 

The 


66 


The Report from the Committee of Warehouſes, 
dated the 29th February laſt, was called for, and 
Extracts of the ſame were read. 


Then the Queſtion on the ſaid Motions being put, 
they were carried in the affirmative. 5 


On ſeveral motions it was 


6 R ESOLVE D, 


That the Report of the Committee of Warehouſes 
relative to the Culture and Produce of Sugar in the 
Eaſt-Indies, be printed for the uſe of the Proprietors. 8 


«RESOLVED, 


I hat the thanks of this Court be given to the 
Court of Directors, for the ſteps they have taken rela- 
tive to the importation of Sugars from the Eaſt-Indies. 


Nofarther buſineſs occurring, the Court then, on the 
Queſtion, adjourned, 
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Th AT the only true and effetual way in which 
Great-Britain can be benefited by the territorial acquiſi- | 
tions in India, is through the medium of an ' extenſive 
and well regulated Commerce, your Committee flatter 
themſelves will be readily admitted. Actuated by this 
principle, your Committee, ſince the Court were pleaſed 
to entruſt to their care the more immediate ſuperintend= 
ance of the Company's commercial concetns, have not 
merely confined their attention to the improvement and 
extenſion of thoſe articles, of which the Company's 
inveſtments uſually conſiſted, but they have alſo turned 
their thoughts to the introduction of ſuch mew commo- 
dities, as, under a ſuitable degree of ertcouragement, 
might afford a reaſonable proſpe& of becoming advanta- 
geous objects of purſuit, | 


In this reſpect, the article of Sugar (among others) 
ſome time ſince prefented itſelf to notice, and'as your 
| A Com- 


Wk 


Committee conceived with the faireſt claims for conſidera- 
tion. It is a natural production of the Bengal and ſur- 
rounding provinces, where 1t is cultivated to a very great 
ſtate of perfection, and in point of produce, is capable 
of being carried to any extent for which a demand can be 
found. The conſumption alſo in this country, and on 
the continent, is, at preſent, immenſe“*, and your Com- 
mittee are of opinion it is capable of being carried ſtill 


much further, were the article ſupplied at a leſs burthen- 
ſome rate of coſt. 


Upon inſpecting into the prices at the London market 
for a ſeries of years preceding, they were found on an ave- 
rage to have been as follow, ix. 


| 8 | 
1774 — 36 4 The hundred weight. 
N b 
6 383 
e ee 
„„ 8 2 
1 2 26 2 | Leſs for exportation 
„ 54 9 by the whole of 
1782 1 | ” the duty paid on 
178 3 51 2 impor tation. 
1784 — 43 1 
1785 — 41 2 
1786 — 42 3 
17879 — 50 © | 
1788 — 47 6) 


* In Great-Britain alone, it is end to be but little thort of two 
210 millions of pounds weight. 


15 


1 

In order to enable the Company to meet thefe prices 
with any degree of ſucceſs, two very powerful obſtacles 
preſented themſelves, namely, the high rates of duty and 
freight; but as your Committee were not without hopes of 
the Court being able eventually to procure a reduction on 
both theſe points, your Committee determined upon an 
eſſay, by way of experiment; and accordingly in the month 
of April, 1789, they ſubmitted to the Court ſome heads 
of inſtructions to be ſent to the Government of Bengal, 


directing, among other articles, that a quantity of Sugar 
ſhould be ſent home upon trial. 


The Court were pleaſed to approve of theſe inſtruc- 
tions*, and they were tranſmitted accordingly. 


It was the intention * your Committee to have waited _ 
the iſſue of this firſt concern before they proceeded further 

in the buſineſs; but in the month of February, 1791, 
Lieutenant John Paterſon of the Bengal Eſtabliſhment, 
having in a Memorial addreſſed to the Court, ſtated that 
Sugar could be cultivated at Bengal with many ſuperior 
advantages, and at a much leſs expence than in the Weſt- 
Indies; and alſo ſubmitted ſome ideas on the eligibility of 
the Company engaging in this branch of Commerce ;, an 
the Court having referred the ſaid Memorial to your Com- 
mittee to examine and report their opinion thereon, 
your Committee loſt no time in giving the ſubject every 


* Vide Par. 57 General Letter to Bengal in Commercial Department, 
3th April, 1789. Appendix, No. 1. TIP 
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degree of conſideration it appeared to merit. They accord - 
ingly had ſeveral interviews with Lieutenant Paterſon, 
from whom they obtained much latisfatory information 
on the ſeveral particulars ſtated in his Memorial; your 
Committee, however, at the ſame time wiſhing to pro- 
ceed with the greateſt caution and circumſpection, judged 
it right to conſult with ſome of the moſt experienced of 
the Company's Servants lately returned from Bengal“, on 
whoſe integrity your Committee placed great reliance ; 
and who, from their local knowledge, were enabled to 
aſſiſt your Committee in forming a right judgment on 
many points which came before them; and upon the 
whole, your Committee, as the reſult of a mature inveſ- 
tigation, were of opinion, That although there was 
every reaſon to think that Sugar might be rendered an 
advantageous. article of traffic, yet they did not think it 
expedient that the Company themſelves ſhould engage as 
the immediate planters and manufacturers. On this be- 
ing made known to Lieutenant Paterſon, he offered to 
undertake a plantation on his own account, provided 
the Company would engage to purchaſe its produce on 
certain ſpecific terms. As this propoſal fo completely 
accorded with the main object your Committee had in 
view, and as the complexion of affairs at the time (Sugar 
being then greatly on the riſe, owing to an expected de- 
ficiency of crops from the Weſt Indies), feemed to point 
out the propriety of taking ſome deciſive meaſures with- 


* Vide Minute Committee Warehouſes, 16th February, 1791, con- 
taining the ſentiments of Charles Grant and Richard Johnſon, Eſqrs. on 
the propriety of the Company undertaking Sugar plantations, 

warm; © ; out 
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out further delay, your Committee did not hefitate to 
ſubmit to the Court, as their opinion, that Lieutenant 
Paterſon's offer ſhould be acceded to. The Court con- 
curring in this opinion, the heads of an agreement were 
framed®, and ſuitable inſtructions were accordingly tranſ- 
mitted to Bengal for carrying the ſame into effect. 


Vour Committee, fearing their Report will other wiſe 
be ſufficiently large, forbear to ſtate in detail the various 
diſtin& articles comprized in the agreement here ſpoken 
of, conceiving they muſt be fully in the recollection of 
the Court. They will therefore content themſelves with 
here ſtating only the concluding paragraph of thoſe in- 
ſtructions, referring for further information, ſhould any 
be wiſhed, to the ninety- ſecond paragraph of the General 
Letter to Bengal, of the 6th May laſt; where all the 
particulars will be found connected in one point of 
view. 


Extract of the Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 6th May 
1791, Paragraph 92. | 


„Having thus ſtated at large the terms and condi- 
„tions upon which we have embarked in this concern, 
and provided, as far as we are able to foreſee; againſt 
r any contingency that may poſſibly ariſe in carrying it 
into effect, it remains only for us to add, that as im- 
* Vide Proceedings of the Committee of Warehouſes, 8th April, and 
Joint Committee of Cobreſpondence and Waithouſes, 12th April, 1791. 

| (HS, «« proyements 
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** Proyements in cultivation and extenſion of Commerce 
cc are at all times deſirable objects of purſuit, and as it 
” 15 ſufficiently obvious that the moſt decided advan- 
" tages muſt accrue, to Bengal, in adding to the Hſt of. 


| < her export commodities. an article of ſo general a con- 


« ſumption; as the one in queſtion, we cannot entertain. 
4 a doubt but every exertion and attention on your part 
«© will be manifeſted to enfure, as far as may be, a ſuc- 


« ceſxful iſſue to our views. on. this. ſubject. 


Much about the time your Committee were negocia- 
ting this agreement with Lieutenant Paterſon, the 
Houghton arrived from Bengal, on which ſhip the Ben- 
gal Government, in conſequence of the orders of the 
8th April, 1789, already quoted, had conſigned about 
five tons of Sugar. Upon its being received: in the ware- 
houſe, it was, as ſpeedily as poſſible, brought to ſale *, 
and produced from 88s. 6d. to 1058. per cwt. or on the 
average 928. per cwt; | 


As your Committee were, however, . uncertain whether 


this extraordinary price aroſe from the peculiar ſtate of 


the markets at that period, or. from any real or fuppoſed 
perfection of quality it: might poſſeſs ſuperior to the 
Weſt India Sugars, your Committee cauſed-Samples-of it 
to be ſent to Meſſrs. Bracebridge and Travers, two emi- 
vent Refigers, for the purpoſe of receiving their opinions 
of its. qualities.. In a private letter from Mr. Travers,. 


Sold ad March, 1794. 
addreſſed 


n 
add reſſod to Francis Baring, Eſq. dated rth April, 179 1, Mr. 


Travers remarked, That it proved extremely different in 
its nature from any Sugar that had ever paſſed his 
« pans; that it had no diſpoſition to granulate like Weſt. 
„ India Sugar, though tempered, wita ſtrong lime wa- 
e ter; and now that it has undergone the operation of 
« claying, it is become very ſoft, and of the nature of 
ſoaꝑ when it has lain a long time in water“. 
This information, being received juſt after the- period 

of the Company having cloſed an agreement with Lieu- 

tenant Paterſon for the purchaſe of all the Sugars he 
ſhould forniſh during a period of twelve years, would 
j have operated very much to narrow the proſpects off your 
| Committee, had not another paragraph in the ſame. let- 
ter ſtated it as Mr. Travers's opinion, „That it was an 
article deſerving the ſerious attention of the Directors, 
: « and that, under the ſuperintendance of an able mana- 
\ ger, it might amply reward thoſe who ſhould ſeriouſly. 
| *<. ſet about its cultivation.“ +4 23 


on the gth May, 1791, Meſſrs. Travers and Brace- 
bridge, having: ſeverally completed their refinement, de- 


livered in their reports, in ſubſtance as follows: 
1 "#4 * 


'S. 


{| F 
| | 
i | 
0 
i 
| 
I | 138 
of | — | [ 8 U 
ji} "REPORT OF MR. TRAVERS. 
wi Vet qr. w 
1.8 er The quantity of 1 © 14 produced | 
[| Cit. qr. W | G8 8 
| SE TL.” Net S0 at 60 1 1 3 
| 0 1 n _ -OyTuPs .. at. 5 1 2 10 
| 6 1 Heading, at 60 015 0 
1 J ?1;— 4 10 3 10 
N 5 3 e — — 
1 EE: 
[ | Ht. Charges for 3 | -D. 4 
/ ; 6 
0 oF birds a W 
[ The ſugar is of too Toft a nature for the pan, but no 
[1 « doubt, if Oy treated abroad, it may be found to 
þ anſwer. W 
| NIR. BRACEBRIDGE'S REPORT. 
| | Cut. qr tb 
"UL «The groſs weight of the parcel e $-::6 
| « Tare of the box, a cloth bag and 3 referved for 
. „Samples 8 — W ins 0 1 26 
Refined 1 © 8 
« Which produced, . 
f qrs 15 
| Four ſmall loaves - - ».. 0 714 
I « Syrup - — = 1 
| 66 Scrapings — - ® = 0 -..Y 
l | Scum and waſte » w >. © 0 37 
| 1 0 8 
| | „From 
i 
| 
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« From Sugar of a good ſtrength and quality there ſhould 
<« be, on the average, one half of refined in the firſt pro- 
« duce; in the above there is 18 Ib. leſs. But a great al- 
&« lowance muſt be made for the waſte in boiling ſo ſmall a 
quantity in large veſſels. Out of the four loaves, one 
« only is perfect; this is owing partly to the weakneſs of 
© the Sugar, and partly to the curioſity of the-workmen, in 
looking at them before they ſhould have been taken out 
of the molds;” Meſſ. Bracebridge and Co. further added 
That the expenſive works of their Trade had, for many 
« years, ſtood ſtill four months out of the twelve for want 
of Sugars to refine ; and there could be little doubt 
<< therefore that the Bengal Sugar would be always accept-' 
able in the London market, even in its preſent ſtate; * 


but that they were much inclined to think its quality 


© might be greatly improved by better management in the 
country, and that it would certainly be found to deſerve 
e the Company's attention, and e eee Ni 2309 


Vour Committee alſo received the following Report 
from another perſon pe eminence in the TOSS! | 
© The appeararice of the Faſt-India Sugar fold at your 
e laſt Sale gave me little hopes of its anſwering the pur- 
„ poſes of refining, on account of its being clammy, yel- 
low and ſoft, with ſmall grain; yet from the large cryſ- 
„ tals of the Candy from the Eaſt (much larger and 
e ſtronger than Britiſh Weſt- India Sugar will produge) 
] was induced to think that its natural qualities were 
CP! concealed 


1 


4 concealed by improper treatment of the Cane juice, 
< and that by a new ſolution it nn in a «as _ 
< be W | | 


<6 have not been much diſappointed: in * W 

< tions, for, in the proceſs of reſining, its natural qualities 

dare good; and, I conceive, had it been properly tem- 
s pered or limed in the firſt boiling, it would have car- 
« ried off all its impurities; would have given it a larger 
grain, which is the genuine eſſential ſalt of the Cane; 
the particles of Sugar would have diſengaged themſelves 4 
« from the clammy ſubſtance (its only defect), and ; 
thereby would have been equal in ſtrength to the moſt 
9 ee of our Weſt-India Sugars.” 


Freun theſe Reports, and from the confidence your 
Committee entertained of Lieutenant Paterſon's know- 
ledge and ability to treat the article after the moſt ap- 
proved methods made uſe of in the Weſt-Indies, your 
Committee were relieved from all anxiety touching its 

quality; but, on the other hand, they experienced a moſt 
ſevere. diſappointment in regard to the duty. Your. 
Committee flattered themſelves, that, conſidering the re- AT, 
lation in which Bengal now ſtands to this country, no 
difficulty would have intervened to prevent the article 
from being charged at the ſame rated duty as is 
fixed for Sugar the produce of the Britiſh Plantations; and 
in ſome converſations between the Company's Officers 
and the Officers of the Crown, this point ſeemed to be 
conſidered ſo much determined, that at the ſale of the 

parcel; 
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parcel by the Houghton, the buyets were publiely in- 

formed, it was {old ſubject to the ſame duty and draws 
back as if imported from the Bratiſh,Plantatwns. © Very 
contrary. however to the expectations that had thus been 
formed, when the proper time arrived for adjuaſting the 

Cuſtoms by that Ship, the Revenue Officers, on account 
of Sugar not being particularly ſpecified in the Schedule of 
Eaſt - India Commodities, charged it as. 4 Manufactured 
Article, with the ad valorem: duty of 37. tö. 3 per cent. 

on the groſs ſale price. As this was a circumſtance that 
could not but very materially affect the Company's future 
views in regard to this article, an application was made 
to the Right Hon. Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's - 
Treaſury, fetting forth all the circumftances-of the caſe, . 
and concluding. with a requeſt, that their Lordſhips 
would be pleaſed to afford the Company relief, by admit- 
3 ting their Sugars to be imported ſubject to the ame 2 5 
YZ and drawback as if imported from the Weſt Indies. | | 


»2 1 
( e — - 


It is 1 wack concern your. Committee: are compelled | 
to add, that this application did not produce the deſired: 
effect; but as the Court have very recently made a ſecond 
1 application to the ſame purport, which now lies before 
| their Lordſhips for conſideration, your Committee are ſtill : 
willing to hope the Company may receive from their 
Lordſhips that indulgence, to which, with all due defer- 
ence to theix Lordſhipsꝰ judgment, they. bumbly preſume, 
themſelves ſo well entitled. een 


& 
At 
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At the period when the above-recited tranſactions 
were taking place, the Sugar-trade of Europe was begin- 
ning to be deranged, but ſince then a moſt extraordinary 
and unlooked-for Convulſion has taken place, The 
moſt productive of all the Weſt-India Iſlands, St. Do- 
mingo, has been ravaged by civil commotions, and many 
of its choiceſt plantations are totally deſtroyed. From 
the lateſt accounts received it appears, that the devaſta- 
tions, which for a time ſeemed to have ſubſided, have 
again been carried on with ungovernable fury; ſo that 
but little of its productions are to be at preſent expected, 
or perhaps for ſome 18 to come. 


This blamtty has not affected Fratice alone, its in- 
fluence has been alſo felt in this country. The ſe- 
veral . Continental markets that were furniſhed ' by 
France, and even France herſelf, mow look to Great - 
Britain for a ſupply. This has created a vaſt foreign 
trade; from which circumſtance the price of Sugar is 
now at ſuch an exorbitant rate of coſt, as to be moſt ſe- 
verely felt by the lower and middle orders of the community; 
and your Committee feel it their duty to remark, that, 
ſhould the evil much longer continue, they are not with- 
out their fears that it may very ſeriouſly endanger the 
conſumption of Tea, as it is a fact well known, that many 
perſons abſtain altogether from the uſe of Sugar, rather 
than ſubmit to the enormous Joy to op it is now 


advanced. 


Your 
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Your Committee are informed, that Raw Sugar from 
the Weſt Indies, of the loweſt deſcription of quality, is 
. now ſelling in the market at Eighty- one ſhillings the hun- 
dred weight, which is equal to Nine-pence the pound at 
the firſt hand, and that the article ſtill looks upward. 
By comparing this price with the average of the years 
before quoted, it will be ſeen in how great a degree the 
Public are ſufferers, and how indiſpenſably neceſſary it is 
that every meaſure ſhould be reſorted to, from which 
any relief can be expected. In ſtating this fact, how- 
ever, your Committee muſt take the liberty of obſerving, 
it is very far from their intention to infer, that any un- 
due advantage has been taken of the public neceſſity. 
Your Committee conſider the benefits, however great, 
1 that have enſued to the Weſt-India Merchants, Planters, 
8 &c. to have been fairly and honourably derived from a 

variety of concurring circumſtances, as little to be looked 

for as on their parts to be prevented; and that in avail- 
ing themſelves of the opportunity of diſpoſing of their 
. commodity at the beſt market that was open to them, 
they have been governed only by the fair principles of 
mercantile adventure. 


Your Committee from theſe conſiderations, as well as 
from the Company having been publicly called upon“ to 
lend their aſſiſtance towards effecting a reduction of the 
price of Sugar, by encouraging importations of it from 


* Vide Letter from Jackſon Barwis, Eſq; Chairman of a General 
Meeting . aſſembled for the purpoſe of taking into confideration the means 
of reducing the preſent high prices of Sugar, dated 28th December, 17991: _ 
4 
| D | the 
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the Eaſt - Indies, think the preſent a moſt favourable 
opportunity for making a vigorous effort to ſecure to the 
Bengal Provinces a participation in this important article 
of Trade. 9 | 


With a view of better enabling them to determine upon 
the meaſures it may be neceſſary to purſue in order to 
- accompliſh this important end, your Committee judge it 
may not be amiſs to take a Brief Review of the Riſe, Pro- 
greſs, and Preſent State of the Trade in this Article in 
Europe, to which they will add ſuch information as they 
have been enabled to collect reſpecting its Former and 
Preſent State in Bengal. 


A Brief 


„ 
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A Brief Account of the Riſe, Progreſs, and pre- | 
ſent State of the Sugar Trade in Europe. 


| SUGAR was produced in Europe, and formed an 


article of its traffick, long before the diſcovery of Ame- 
rica took place. Its origin is held to have been from 


China, where it ſtill greatly abounds, and from whence 
it paſſed through the Eaſt-Indies and Arabia into Europe. 
It was firſt planted in Sicily about the beginning of the 
twelfth century, to which place 'it was 1 from 
Cyprus. 


From Sicily it was carried to Madeira, about the year 


1420, as alſo to the Canary Iſles, from which latter 
places the Portugueſe tranſplanted it to Brazil. There 


are, however, thoſe who think that the Portugueſe, 


who, before they planted in Brazil, were in poſſeſſion of 


the Coaſt of Angola in Africa, where the Sugar - cane 
grew ſpontaneouſly, took it from thence to Brazil. 


At Brazil the Portugueſe cultivated largely, and for a 
long period ſupplied the whole of Europe. | 


From Brazil it was tranſplanted to Hiſpaniola in 506, 


as alſo to the Spaniſh dominions in Mexico, Chili, and Peru; 


The hiſtorical facts, ſtated in this detail have been chiefly collected 


from Anderſon, Poſtlethwayte, &c. and the ſeveral accounts have been 


obligingly furniſhed, with permiſſion, oy Thomas Irving, Eſq; In- 


ſpector General of the Cuſtoms. 


In 
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In 1641 the Cane was firſt planted in the Engliſh Co- 
lony of Bar badoes, from whence it had been brought 
"from Fernambuque, in Brazil; but the art of manufac- 
turing. Sugar was not ſufficiently underſtood till two or 
three years after, when ſome of the planters were fo in- 
duſtrious as to make a voyage to Brazil, from whence 
they brought better inſtructions and more plants; after 
which the culture was attended with ſo much ſucceſs, 
that it was taken up in the other Britiſh Weſt- India 
iſlands; and, lag. by the French, Dutch, and Danish 
Colonies. 


+Bofbre: Sugar was an to ae from the Brazils, 
it being both ſcarce and dear, the conſumption was 
chiefly confined to Syrups, Conſerves, and medicinal com- 
poſitions. The ingredient uſed for the more domeſtic 
purpoſes of ſweetening was Honey. The Portugueſe 
brought it into more general demand, yet ſtill the con- 
fumption was but limited; but ſince the uſe of Tea, Coffee, 
Chocolate, Sweets, Confectionary, &c. has ſo univerſally 
obtained, Sugar is become, in a manner, a neceſſary of 
life, and forms at preſent one of the moſt —— 
articles of European Commerce. 


The ſucceſs that attended the labours of the firſt Bri- 
tiſh Planters: - was ſuch as amply rewarded them for their 
perſeverance and induſtry. By being enabled to under- 
ſell the Portugueſe, they ſoon laid the foundation of a 
flouriſhing trade, which at firſt was open to all nations; 
but, upon the reſtoration of Charles II. the Legiſlature 


obſerving the detriment that accrued to this country 
| 56 from 


5. 
1 
N 

3 
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from ſuch open trade, it was, by the ſeveral Acts of Na- 
vigation, reſtrifted to Britiſh ſubjects. In conſequence 


_ of theſe reſtrictions, the ports of London and Briſtol 


ſoon after became the grand magazines of Sugar” for the 
ſupply of all the north and middle parts of Europe, re- 
ducing the Portugueſe Sugars of Brazil in time ſo low as 
from 81. to 21. 10s. the hundred weight. And this Ex- 
port trade the Engliſh enjoyed, to the great benefit both 
of the nation and its colonies, until the French, in their 
turn, ſo greatly improved their Sugar Iſlands, as to be 


able to underſell us in moſt parts of Europe. 


It has been thought that before the French became our 
Rivals in the foreign markets, the value of the commodi- 
ties imported into England from our Weſt-India Iſlands 
(the chief of which at that time was Sugar) had ariſen to 
L. 1, 500, ooo, of which near one-third part was exported; 
and from the following accounts, the authenticity of 
which may be relied on, the conjecture receives con- | 


firmation. 


An Account of the Value of the Weſt- India Imports im- | 
ported in the following Years, viz. 


Years. Value. | Years. Value. | Years. Value. 
1698 — £.629,533] 1709 — L. 645,689| 1720, L. 1, 117,576 


1699 — ' 586,255f17910 — 780, 5051721 — 852,529 
1700, — 8244246] 17911 — 556,198] 1722 — 1,015,617 
1701 — 738,601|[1712 — 648, 1901723 — 1,087,254 - 
.1702 — 476,168]1713 — 762,248[1724 — 1,160,568 
1703 — 626,488| 1714 — 84 3,3901725 — 1,359,185 
1704 — 4389, 9061715 — -999,4121,1726 — 1,222,511 


1705 — 706, 5741716 — 1, 104, 1881727 — 1,039,513 
1706 — $537,744} 1717 — 1, 204, 0571728 — 1,498,023 
1707 — 604, 8891718 — 386, 0311729 — 1,515,421 
1708 — 6592, 750719 es $75,358 
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It was about this period that the Erench, PR of the 
growing proſperity of this country, firſt began to plan and 


carry into execution thoſe meaſures which were in the 
end the means of aggrandizing their own Colonies, and, as 
has been already noticed, of depriving us of the Foreign 
Markets. In the undermentioned years the imports into 
England were as follows: | 


—_— — As. x 
: 


Yeats. Value. | Years. Value, |Years. Value. 
1730 F. 1,571, 6081736 —f£.1,423,039|1742 —L. 1 309, 986 
1731 — 1,310, 5801737 — 946, 423 1743 — 1,404,610 
1732 — 1,315,458 1738 — 1,475,910 1744.— 1,156,952 
1733 — 1,618,013 1 39 — 1,566,838 1745 — 1,024,097 
1734 — 1,141,068 1740 — 1, 185,107 1746 — 1,148,124 
1735 — 15460, 609 174¹ — 1 $402,986 [1747 — — 941,116 


In this ſhort ſooee of time the French had made ſuch 
almoſt inci edible improvements, that the iſland of St. Do- 
mingo, which in 1726 was eſtimated to contain only 2000 
Sugar Plantations, making one with another 2,000 cwt. of 
Sugar each, or 400, ooo cwt. which is equal to about 33,000 
hogſheads of 12 cwt. each, was in 1742 ſtated to produce 
848,000 cwt. or 70,666 hogſheads of 12 cwt. each. The 
iſlahds'of Martinico, Guardaloupe, and the other leſſer 
iſles, were alſo-ſtated at 622,500 cwt. making in the whole 
1,470,500 or about 122,500 hogſheads of 12 cwt. each, of 

which it was ſuppoſed 89,000 hogſheads, or about 
960,000 cwt. were exported to Holland, Spain, Hamburgh 
and other Foreign Markets. 


The 


* 


(! 198 ]? 
The Britiſh iflands were in the ſame year fared to Have 


imported into Great-Britain 60, 950 hogſheade : 
Shipped to the northern colonies, and 8 
foreign markets, = - 5.0 Fe 
65,9 50, or 7g, 


of which 60g 50 hogſheads imported into Great Britain 
were ex ported from thence to Ireland and all foreign 


markets — — 5,236 hogſheads 
Leaving for conftinptibn in Great= Te 
Britain - _ — 55714 
Or about 668, 568-cwt. cwr. r 


Toca produced by the French 1470, 500 
Engliſh 791,400 


— — 


" Exceſs by the French 679, 100 cwt... 


It' was nevertheleſs allowed, that the Btitich Weſt. 
India Iflands, in time of profound peace (England being 
in 1742 at war with Spain) might produce 75, oo hogſ. 
heads, of which 70, ooo might be conſumed in England, 
which, at £15. each, amounts to £1,050;000 ſo that it 
appears the French had increaſed their produce from 
about 30,000. to 120,000 hogſheads, or in a fourfold 
proportion; while England had only increaſed 2 n 

45 ta 75, 000  hogſheads. 


This Jecleafiod, however, of the amount of the im · * 
ports from our Britiſh Weſt- Indies, ſoon aſſumed another 
appearance; and from the following accounts, it will 
be ſeen, that n 41% the * of the Foreign 
| EIT Be yoo an 
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Makets, the Iſlands have been in a ſtate of progreſſive 
improvement. * It muſt howeyer.be remarked, that there 
is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe the French Iſlands 
have been equally. ſucceſsful, and that this has. not pro- 
ceeded from either nation having made inroads upon the 
Commerce of the other, but from the increaſed demand 
far Weſt : India commodities; | as well in Great- Britain, 
as in every part of Durapess⸗- 50H 131 io to. 21997 


In the undermentioned periods the imports appear to 
have been as follows, VIZ. 28 


Vears. Ie Yeats. Value, Vear. 25808 1 5 
1748 —C.1, 615,122 1765 —£-242 54,231 [1778 3,059,922 
1749 — 1,478,075|170 3 — of 4891552 [1779 — 2,330,48 
1759 — 1,514,452[1765 — 2,196,549 |1780 — 2,612,23 
1751 — 124445775 760 — 2,704,114 1781 — 2,023,546 
1752 — 1,428382411767 — 2,690,673 [1782 — 2,612,910 
1753 — 14838,137{1708 — 7835997 1783 — 2,820,387 
1754 — 1,402; 6011 769 — "2,686,714 [1784 — 3,531,705 
1955 — :1,867,25611770 — 21 ne + [1785 — 4,400,956 
1756 — 1,687,17711771 — '2,979,378*|1786 — 3,484,025 
1757 — 1, 906, 1471772 — 3,530, o82 [1787 — $3,758,087 
17:58 — 1,858, 4251773 — 24,902,407 [19788 — 4, 307, 866 
1759 — 1,03304611774 — 3,574.70 1789 — 3,917,301 
1760 — 1,861,668 1775 — 3,688,795 1790 — 3,854, 204 
1761 — 1,953,622 1776 — 3,340, 949 
1762 — 1,62, 4061777 — 2,840, 802 


But as theſe ſums include the whole of the Weſt- 
India products, and as value is but an uncertain method of 
| determining 1 in reſpect to the quantity of a, commodity, 
the price of which is ſubject to flutuation, your Com- 
mittee, for the purpoſe of confining themſelves more 
immediately to the object before them, have procured. 

The accqunts preceding refer to England only; thoſe for the year 
1771, and all ſubſequent, are for England and Scotland, FO 
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An Account of the Quantity of BAT PLanTATION 
_ Sucar imported into England between the th Janu- 
ary 1699, and the th January 1755, and thereafter 
into Great - Britain to the 5th January 1% 2. Alſo, 
an Account for the ſame Periods, of the Quantity off 
Raw and RRTIxxD SU ARS exported, diſtinguiſhing 
each Year; and the Raw from the Refined | 


34 


[Raw Sugar exported. einod Sugar exported 


Imported. 

+, QUANTITY. |, | QUANTITY. QYANTITY. 

Gt n. bk: e, ; ans Db Ge? eee th 
1699 427,573 2 25 182,325 2 4Þ 14302 0 20 
17500 489,326 1 7 165,391 3 16 19,644 2023! 
1701 435,405 121] 133,917 3 11F "$3495 1 19 
1702. _ 259,002 3 6 45,036 1 5 2908 2 24 
1703 4035014 0 1|:' 844016 2 266 '- 621 123: 
1704 315,837 2 120 13713 1 80 15335 0 IG: 
1705 370,157 1 7 71,822 1 7 go 31183 
1705 3355873 3 3 1 7211 o 166 15846 2 23; 
1707 388,267 3 268 131,832 2 25 3156 2 13 
1708 | 377,107 2/11] 64,180 3 5 25365 I; 181 
1709 2990219 3 121 74,377 3 233 924 18. 
1710 50%½662 1-21} 117,075 2 5 25146 2 21 
17 1 266,204 1 26] 82,142 2 24|- 1580 2 16 
1712 423,541 O 1 119,56 1 8] 3,579 228! 
1713 303,528 1 8 184,609 0 12] 33493 1 10 
1714 3125221 3 of 1685996 3 6 3,02 3 5 
1715 617,414 311 14337 1 13 4481 3116 
1716 $8437.59 2 16 161,941 3 3Þ "4,549 of L 
1719 763,173 314% "290,179 2 11 9% 2 
1718 5665883 0 1] 1244375 1 13 13,188 1 9 
1719 54634 o 25 16% 622 O 20 35644 2 19 

„ (ieee eee Fase 054 
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Raw Sugar exported. mo. Sugar exported, 


Imported. 


QUANTITY. 


| 


QUANTITY. QUANTITY. 


Owe, d. W. 


= _ 
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18 2287541 f 
660, 766 


729,133 


851,952 


668,346 
645,158 


972, 240 
994,761 
1,024,078 
818,277 
822,8 
1,001,784 
695,679 
903, 634 
877,591 
550,900 
864, 2 52 
2388575 
199,947 
886,124 
731,410 
895,134 
724,411 
655,199 


753.472 


608, 458 
982,588 
933,271 
915,344 
825,936 
825,121 
1,114,084 

859,131 
1,202, 679 
1,051,265 


J net aa Ciaieawce's Cano 


121,778 0 9 
5745 3/7 


14. 


83,009 


63,479 


110,088 
147,408 
146,915 
112 895 
210, 320 
158,746 
167,980 
95,832 
121,904 
102,274 
44,932 
69,899 
58,569 
40,779 
49,437 


63,149 


67.144 
68,450 
50, 231 
151,126 
58, 198 
78,344 
92,826 
51,935 
115,727 


127,921 


107,964 
43.769 
35,712 
55,687 
42,818 

110, 853 

206, 330 
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upon. Rau Sugar experte. Refned Sugar exported. 
um „ll e QUANTITY." -panTITY./// 
0191 gs. 16} Ct, Ars. Ib Ct. rs. 8 
1757 5 0 20 70,625 0 36 33 | 
1.18% 1 21 Ip 220,824 3 44 62,771 | 
1759 1,199,682 2 26| 174,234 0, 9 107, 26 : 18 | 
+ 2760 3 5 22 „ 143,683 1 23] 38,650 3 18 
1761 1,491,317 3.16 393.324 © 13]. 108,891 n 
1762 1,444,581 1 4/ 322,253 2 7} $7,033 2 23 
1763 1,732,174 1 5} 413,199 3 22 102,514 3 19 
1764 . 1,488,079 0.15} ,197,579 © 25| 170,302 3 23 
1765. 1,227,159 3 18] 149,125 1 5| 114,851 2 » 
1768 1,522,732 '2 19 129,236 2 4} 27,602 0 10 
176% 1,538,834 1 8 209,533 1 25 33,968 1 12 
2368 1,651,512 2 14/ 223,193 3 21} 39,273 2 27 
1769. 15252970 0 5 240,354 © / 34-041, 216 
17750 1,818,229 1 23 199,738 1 9 43,609 1 19 
1771 1,492,096 2 24| 195,859 1 11 55,210 © 13 
1772 1,829, 21 0 8| 183,865 2 8] 31,980 3 19 
12773 1, 904, 80 2 26 189,189 3 11 28,835 0 13 
1774 2,029,725 1 25 224,942 0 7 32,513 1 28 * 
1775 2,021, 5 3 23] 344,648 1 69,740 0 ©, 
1776 1,726,507 1 16 315,453 1 15] 68,849 o 12 
1777 1,416,291 f 5| 161,814 2 26| © 71,053” 1 14 
1778 - 1,521,457 1 24] 142,763 © 17] $5,924 1 25 
1739... 1,525,833 0, 0 99,017. © 13] 26,127 2 21 
1780 1,394,859 ,1 23| 118,533 2 25 38,322 3 25. 
1781 1,080,848 2 9 169,560 2 27] 63,342 © 1 
1782 1, 374,269 3 24] 91,261” 2 4 32,467 2 6 
1783 1,584,275 0 180 173,38 1 210 104%, 15 
1784 - 1,782,386 © 31 140,479 3 4 131,609 x 26 
1785 7618˙999 3 24/ 202,954 © 5 135,993 2 26 
1788 1,613,965 1 14] 102,033 2 7] 81,75% 3 1 
1787. 1,920,621 ,0 26]. 199,416 8 76,735 1 19 
1788 2,065,817 1 230 145,073 2 1 85,401 1 155 
1789 1936,440 o 2] 153,813 1 15] 138,539 3 11. 
1790 1,882,106 0 4| 142,185 1 8 119,817 © 4 
1791 1,808,950 ,0 71 135,479 3 8]. 158,573 3 24 
— W 
from 5 Janu i 
1502, fore 5 Nach I 256674 3 280. 176,946 1 23 


; 
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. To this Account yohr-Gortttijttee have added an Ac- 
i count of the Number of Ships and other Veſſels, with 
® their Tonnage, cleared Outwards from the different 
Peorts of South Britain to the Weſt-India; Colonies; and 
1 the Total cleared Outwards from North Britain, with 
thoſe entered Inwards from the ſame We from 


Chriſtmas, 78. to Chriſtmas ar. vg 


1 „ N 19 . 1 — 4 
9 « . i | | | | 
1 - 0 , : 1 4 N * : \ . 1 


| ovTwAnds: \\  INWARDS, * 


4 er . Tons. Ships. Tops. 
b | Briftok {4p =+ 1 73 16,933, 17 16,209 
1 Bawith N [a ©. - fokejes 1 1 1127 
[ Chepftow © 2 : 1 * | 5 of PIES; TEAS: 
| Ro ES; wp 1 — — 
1 r 2 333 1 20g 
Lancaster 37 $5,665' 3 45988. 
Liverpool! 37 ½%s 143 29,578 
„„ . IL. xg 
Penzance - 243,19 120 a . bg 
| 0 „„ 0 — | 
1 . — 1 226 ̃ —ę— — 
| Southampton I 18 1 14 1 77 — K*. l 
Swanſ enn 3 379 — — 
3 Whitehaven ee r 0 1,08: ge | 3 444 
| Total of Our-Ports - 233 47425) 254 49,782 
| | London Fe. W ; = 218 61,695 252 70,418 
| Total'of England | - 451 108,952 506 120,200 
| | Scotland rr 14,629 70 , 12,022 
3k Total of Great Bricain - 528 123,581 576 132,222 
5 eee, e e e EMS, 
| 
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Having ſhewn the tate of our own Weſt-Ldia imports, 
your Committee will now ſubjoin the beſt ifation | 


they have been able to procure no 26 am, ho thoſe of the 
French. | br Wm ny Q” 


Their gourithiog 8 in "the year 1742+ has „ 
ready been pointed out; it further appears, from an Ac- 
count publiſhed in France in 17, that St. Domingo 
yielded of Sugar two-thirds brown 160,000 hogſheads of 
10 cwt. each, or 1,600,000, cwt. which, at 15 J. per hogſ- 


head, or 30. per cwt. amounted to * £12,460,000 
Coffee 5,000,000, Ib. at 4d. per lb. 8339 33 
Cotton 8,000 bags, of my each, at * 15 83% 

per bag, 1) - 11085800 
Indigo 2, ooo, ooo, at 3s. - — 300,000 
Tanned leather, 22,000 hides, at 205. . each, 20, 000 


4 
i} 49 >. 2 


* Total | 4 —.—5 


.. Your Committee 411 find; A an account of the 
products entered for exportation from this Colony in the 


years 1783, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9. being the u ac- Y 


counts made up, that they were. 1 F 
: * 
Sugar Clayed. bo. Muſcovado. Cotes. | Ca „ Indigo. 
| W #- [49 86 4 oo th” 
In 17830 77339, 144, 312/19 fac, N e 888,8 
178406, fz, ogef 774344;464 52,86 5,09%, 756,857 737877172 
4486,26 1,5465775 


5, 204, 167163, 90 


178 66, 589, 35783, 610,61 51,368, 10 
17860 71,063; 9767,887,874 2 


17871 86,182, 4030 72,896, o,, 596, 17401 166,177 
1788 70,227,709] 93,177,342 68,6184, 1 930, 016 
17891.47,516,531] 91,899,963 16,286,530]5,871,294 = 
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In a review of this Account it muſt be conſidered, that 
abe aboye are heavier than Engliſh weights by 8 per 
cent. The above are alſo only the quantities that have 
paid the export duty. The produce may therefore be 
conſidered as far ſuperior to this, it being. notorious 
that there is a clandeſtine trade carried on to Jamkica 
and America, -particularly of Cotton to the former, that 
article not being prohibited to be OOO in the Engliſh 
Iflands. 


Vour Committee are unable to add any account of the 
produce of the reſt of the French Iſlands, but they un- 
derſtand it is generally conſidered in France, that St. 
Domingo yields about een « it their Weſt- India 
produce. ; 


Having thus ſtated, from the beſt materials your Com- 
| mittee have been enabled. to collect, the preſent ſtate of 
the Sugar Trade in Europe, your Committee now pro- 
ceed to ſhew its ſituation in India; and here your Com- 
mittee, for want of leiſure and materials, are not able 
to carry their reſearches back to any very diſtant period 25 


Between the years 1664 and 1671, it appears ſome quantities of ſugar, 
ſay about 150 tons, were imported into this country from Bantam and Ben- 
jar, where the Company formerly had ſettlements; as alſo from Maſuli- 
patam on the coaſt of Choromandel, the coſt of which, upon the average, 
was about 16s. per cwt. the freight at that time, was 20s. and duty 45. 
making altogether about 4os. per cwt. and the price it ſold at was from 
425. 6d. to 525, the hundred weight, Which yielded a tolerable profit; a 
further quantity appears to have been imported between 2706 and 1712, 
which coſt about 15s. per ct. and ſold at about 60s. the and duties 


* which do not appear. 
But 


4 
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But as they find ſome general chſeryations on this trade 
ſtated on the Bengal Records, in a letter from a reſpec- 
table Society of Merchants at that place, who, in the 
year 1776, were about to embark in this trade, your 
Committee will here introduce the following extract 
from their Memorial to the Governor pern and 
Council: | 


Extra& Fort William Revenue-Conſultations, 5th. June, 
n 1776. 
“% Formerly Sugar was one of the ſtaple articles of 


«« Bengal, and a conſiderable trade was carried on in it to 


„% Madras, the Malabar Coaſt, Bombay, Surat, Sundy, 
«© Muſcat, other ports of the Perſian Gulph; to Mocha 
% and Judda. Even ſo late as the period immediately 
preceding the capture of Calcutta,“ the annual exporta - 
„ tion was about 50, ooo maunds, which yielded a profit: 
e of about 50 per cent. and the returns for which were 
„generally in ſpecie; ſo that in the twenty years im- 
% mediately preceding the capture, it may be eſtimated 
« that there flowed into Bengal, for this article, no leſs 


than fixty lacs' of rupees in ſpecie, which was all 


« clear gain to the country, and of the moſt eligible 
« Find, the production of the ground manufactured by 
the natives. And this flow was regular, always feed- 
ing, but never overcharging the circulation, 


«« During the laſt twenty years the price of Suge ha | 
„ been gradually increaſing, and the exportation and 


* growth 
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« growth diminiſhing in the ſame proportion, ſo that 


„ the price is now near 50 per cent. more than it was 


*; before that period. The charge of tranſportation: is 
« alſo greater; and the price at foreign markets not 


4 having riſen in the ſame proportion, the export is 
o trifling and caſual, that the Sugar Trade of Bengal 


46 js in fact annihilated. 


1 This branch has, ſyfered by the ſame, cauſes which 
© have operated upon the Commerce of the country in 
„general. The increaſe of the price of the raw ma- 


terial, and of labour, have produced a proportional 


decreaſe in the demand; the culture of the Sugaw 


cane has hence rapidly declined ;, and now (1776) it 


„may be even doubted, whether Bengal produces enough 
« for its own conſumption, ſince there is annually an 
«+ importation from Benares, and of candied Sugar from 
China, the amount of both which will be found equal 
* to that of the trifing export which yet continues, not 
from the hope of profit, but of making a more ſafe 
“ remittance by it than by other articles. 


«Tt appears to-us, that the extinction of this branch of 
© Commerce is not merely a privation of gain. Even if 
e the country had continued flouriſhing, the, cutting off 
of ſo great a refource muſt have been attended with a 
« poſitive loſs; but ſince ſpecie has ceaſed to flow into 


4 this country from Europe, and its manufactures of Cot- 


ton and Silk to have the ſame. vent as formerly at the 
o different Ports of Aſia, the loſs of the Sugar Trade is 


* become 


| IE 
* become of much more conſequence, becauſe the ex- 
«« portation of that article would, in a great degree, pre- 


« yent the drains of ſpecie which Bengal is now — 9 
to ſend to the Malabar Coaſt. | 


« Nor are the effects of this change confined to — 
«© alone; the Engliſh intereſt, in other parts of India, 
<< ſuffers by it, The Settlements on the Malabar Coaſt, 
e inſtead of giving Cotton in exchange for the Sugar 
© which they uſed to receive from Bengal, are now obli- 
4 ved to ſend ſpecie to purchaſe that article at foreign 
<6 ports. Suppoling that their Cotton ultimately brings 
back the ſame amount of ſpecie from other places, the | 
<6 operation is ſtill very different. Inſtead of freighting a 
„ ſhip from Bombay to Calcutta, and getting back Sugar; 
or from Calcutta to Bombay with Sugar, and returning 
Cotton; they are in the firſt caſe obliged to diſpatch the 
„ ſhip with ſpecie to Batavia or China, and with her re- 
turns purchaſe and export Cotton; or, in the ſecond 
<« caſe, to ſend the ſhip firſt to Batavia with ſpecie, and 
from thence to Bombay, which are tedious, expenſive, 
complex operations, and manifeſtly tend to the g- 
„ grandizement of a . en and a rival 1 in 
<6 trade. 
51196 From this ſhort account of the a Trade of Ben- 
gal, we beg leave to extend our view our Fo 
*< ſtate of it in India. 
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The Dutch of Batavia, who have long ſhared in 
„this trade, have at length the greateſt part of it in 
* their hands. Formerly the rivals of Bengal, they 
<« have-riſen upon its decline, and are now conquerors 
„and tyrants, at a period when the trade has much in- 
«creaſed in its importance. The great vent for Sugar, 
10 as has been already obſerved, is on the Weſtern ſide of 
0 India, which, in its turn, ſupplies the reſt of the Con- 
40 tinent with Cotton. Since the decay of the manufac- 
* tures of Bengal, and the advance of their price, others 
e of the ſame kind having been eſtabliſhed on that ſide, 
% and ours not finding a ready or profitable ſale, Sugar, 
e which is a neceſſary of life, is almoſt the only ſtaple 

4 article of import there, ſo that it enters unaveidably 
„into every ſcheme of trade for that quarter. The 
% Dutch, ſenſible of this circumſtance, do not, as for- 
% merly, carry their on Sugar to the places of con- 
« ſumption. | They oblige the Sugar Merchants of other 

« Settlements to come to Batavia for it, and to pay for it 
in ſpecie, abſolutely refuſing to take merchandize in 
10 return. What India further requires is drawn from 
„China, whither, in general, ſpecie is in the ſame 
% manner carried to pay for it. By theſe means the 
* Engliſh ſettlements in India are, upon a moderate com- 
4 putation, annually deprived of ten lacs of rupees, the 
t greateſt part of which is extracted from their cir- 
culating ſpecie, and the reſt diverted from coming 
into it. 
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The former annual export from Bengal amounted to 
s at leaſt a third of this ſum. But, conſidering the great 
„ demand it makes for Cotton, for which its manufac- 
* tures ate now but occaſionally taken in return, it cer- 
«« tainly contributes more thim four lacs af the ten that 
« are annually exported; and, if it now furniſhed the 
«fame quantity of Sugar it did formerly, the ſaving 
* old be, by the increaſe of price at the foreign 
& markets, about five lacs. Hence it is ſtill more appa- 

« rent, that the reſtoration of its Sugar Trade is in every 
40 . rene er W ind noibubong Sr 


14 


4 Haviey den reflected upon the ſobje&,'n we are 
20 + ſatisfied. that it is practicable not only to reſtore this 
«Trade, but to improve and extend it much beyond its 
* former limits; and we! ſolicit, with the utmoſt defer- 
« ence; the indulgence of expoſing to you the grounds 
upon which we have formed this opinion: entreating, 
that whatever we ſhall ſay in ſupport of it, may be 
« underſtood to be offered for that purpoſe pays and and 
61 from oc intended to! r a, to ain. © 31 — 


66 Although this ſoit of Aer is perhaps che richeſt ; in 
the world, yet all its productions are of indifferent qua- 
« lity. It produces abundantly indeed, but hardly any 
thing excellent in its kind. This plainly: ſhews that 
«« agriculture has never been carried in it beyond its firſt 
«ſtage. The religion, the genius of the people, as well 
% ag their climate; have limited them to a few of the 
"W « ſirapleſt wants; and, with the nature of their Govern«- 


ai ment, 
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e ment, have left them without either deſire or motive 
eto be induſtrious. Times of eaſe have only afforded a 
1 more plentiful ſupply of former wants, without creat- 
ing new ones; and diſtreſsful periods have ſtill more 
% narrowly limited both their efforts and their faculties. 


© From'theſe cauſes, uniformly preventive of improve- 
ment, it may well be preſumed, that agriculture has not 
advanced a ſingle ſtep in this country ſince the firſt 
„ diviſion of the inhabitants into diſtin profeſſions. 
The productions of the country may therefore be 
* reckoned, in a great meaſure, the gift of the ſoil; and 
4 jt has been ſeen, that even theſe could make it flouriſh 
hen it had neither rivals in trade, nor a foreign tribute 


to pay. But now, that many of its manufactures; are | 
«© removed to other countries, that it gives away a large ; 
* ſhare of what it ſtill furniſhes, and that the remainder | 


<< does not ſave it from an annual exportation of ſpecie, it 
« js evident that it cannot afford to remain longer in 
< ſuch a ſimple, paſſive ſtate, Its burthens reduce it, in 
fact, to an equality with countries naturally leſs fertile, 
« and, like them, it muſt adopt more activity and in- 
4. duſtry. All the improvements which art and labour 
% have made upon other ſoils remain yet to be tried 
% here; and they are ſo many, this country is ſo. ex- 
„ tenfive, and its ſoil ſo excellent, that its well- 
% withers have reaſon to rejoice that ſo prodigious a 
+6 reſource yet remains. But the people, as has been 
already intimated, are averſe to innovation, ignorant 
and timid. The bulk of them have never lifted their 
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4 hopes to the enjoyment of property, and the idea of 


40 labouring for diſtant objects is unknown among them; 
« it is therefore previouſly neceſſary to inſtruct and en- 
courage them. If the road to advantage were clearly 
„ ſhewn to them, and if they were ſatisfied that they 
« would be left to poſſeſs. what they ſhould acquire, 
„ doubtleſs they would become more active and enter=- 
« prizing. To accompliſh theſe purpoſes, we humbly 
i conceive. that no means would be ſo effectual as making 
£6 uſe- of the ſuperior knowledge and activity of Euro- 


peans eſtabliſhed here, and giving both to them and 


d to the natives, upon ſuch conditions as may be deemed 


a— => q 


« fitting, grants of uncultivated lands, to be employed 
« either for raiſing ſuch articles of Commerce as can be 
6c exported, or others now imported, 


It is not for us to enquire how far the Orders of the 
% the Company, or the late Act of Parliament, oppoſe 
« ſuch a ſcheme ; but with reſpe& to the former, we 
<< beg leave, with the utmoſt deference, to mention, that 
the prohibition which they convey againſt the holding. 
of farms by Europeans, we ſhould apprehend to be 
founded, in the firſt place, upon a ſuppoſition ' that 


* thoſe ſtyled Native Farmers are the cultivators of the 


« ſoil, not the Farmers of the Revenue; in the next, 
that the excluſion meant is from farms actually in cul - 
« tivation, not from land that is lying waſte and uſe- 
« leſs.; and, laſtly, that it can have no reference at all 


_ * to new articles of produce or manufacture. It is, at 
4 oy rate, evident, that the main jntention both of the: 
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, cs Company's orders, and the Act of Parliament, is to 
guard the Natives from oppreſſion, and to promote 
the welfare of the country; how far, under the Go- 


c yernment and Court of Judicature now eſtabliſhed here 
« by the Legiſlature, the occupation of waſte land by 
Europeans can counteract that intention; how far, 


in ſhort, the reſtrictions laid upon Europeans are ne- 


5 ceſſary in the preſent ſtate of the country, or whether, 
5 ſince they are here, and many without the means of 


c ſubſiſtence, it may not be expedient to find employ- 


% ments for them, uſeful to themſelves and the ſtate : 


we are far from preſuming to examine, but we be- 
© lieve that every ſcheme by which the welfare of the 


country can be advanced, muſt be conſiſtent with the 


. * ſpirit and meaning of the regulations laid down for the 


government of it, and muſt therefore meet with ap- 


«© probation. 


« By that which is here propoſed, part of the vaſt 


45 tracks of land which now lie uncultivated, would then 
be uſed for the increaſe of old productions, to as great 
* an extent as the conſumption and demand would re- 


„ quire, and for the growth of new ones; particularly 


| „the ſtaple articles of India, not one of which, we ven- 
ture to ſay, but might be cultivated with ample ſuc- 


6 ceſs. 


* Broach, which furniſhes all the Cotton exported 


from that fide of India, lies in the ſame latitude as 
Bengal. The Cotton, called Copaſs, produced in this 


i ; country 
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country is at preſent fit only for the manufacture of 
« fine cloths; that which is imported from Bombay be- 
ing ſtronger in its texture, is of much more general 
+ uſe, We have never heard any good reaſon why the 
« ſame Cotton ſhould not be produced here,' and in as 
« great abundance. Doubtleſs the only cauſe is, that 
the cultivation of it has never been attempted. The 
e article of Cotton, like all others, 1s left here juſt as Na- 
ture produced it; but, in a moderate time, by greater 
& care of what 1s already cultivated, and the introduc- | 
tion of another kind, might be ſo far improved, both 
<« in the quantity and quality, as to ſerve at leaſt for all | 
the purpoſes of home-conſumption ; which would be | 
„ an immenſe ſaving to the country, and in all proba- 
66 bility reſtore the manufactures 1 it has *. IE 


Coffee and Pepper, now imported from Macks: and | 
„ the Coaſt of Malabar, might eaſily be produced, as | 
% alſo Indigo, now brought from the Upper India. | 


40 Hemp, at preſent very bad, might be ſo far im- 
% proved as to ſupercede the uſe of coir cables, made 
from the fibres of the cocoa- tree, and common all over 
India. 


„Opium, now chiefly confined to the Bahar Pro- 
„ vince, might be produced in many parts of the 
„ country. 


„ Bengal Raw Silk, which, on account of the change 
in its price and — has been ſupplanted at the 
markets 
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e markets on the Malabar Coaſt, by that 'of ies, 
might again acquire the ſuperiority. 


«© And Sugar, the article inmmediately in queſtion, 
„might be raiſed in ſufficient quantities 4% ' /upply the 
« conſumption f all India. This article, however, Pecu- 
6 * harly requires the aid of Government, 


It vs difficult to regain any branch of trade once loſt, 
but here the manufacture has riſen 50 per cent. in 
„price, and the quantity produced ſuffices only for 
„ home-conſumption. In order therefore to make 
Sugar even a more eligible remittance to the Malabar 

<«'Coaſt than the others now obtainable, there muſt be a 
4 conſiderable reduction of price, and increaſe. of quan- 
« tity, neither of which can be àffected without the en- 
4 coũ e agement of Government, nor without time, 
labor, expence and riſk, We doubt whether any en- 
4 couragement would induce the natives to take the 
lead in an attempt apparently ſo difficult and unpromi- 
« ſing, but we are certain, that of themſelves they are 
«© otherwiſe incapable of ever bringing the manufacture 
«even to a ſtate of completion. They are utterly unac- 
« quainted with the proceſs or machines which are 
« uſed. in the American Iſlands, and their on are ſo 

« extremely rude and imperfe&, that under the hap- 
e pieſt circumſtances this trade muſt have remained limit- 
« ed; as indeed the ſtate of it, when the country flou- 
„ riſhed, ſufficiently evinces. For though the Cane has 

grown in Bengal from time immemorial; though Ben- 


« ca] 


E 
© a] poſſeſſes the advantage of foil already mentioned, 
* and that it is neareſt to the places of conſumption, it 
© never has ſupplied more than a third of the demand of 
« thoſe places. It is no wonder then, that, upon a re- 
« verſe of circumſtances, the ſuperior ingenuity of the 
„ Chinefe, joined to the regular {kill of the Europeans 
* ſettled at Batavia, ſhould entirely deprive it of the 
yy Sugar Trade. | 


«© Syppoling the recovery of this Trade to be an object 

* deſerving the attention of Government, we ſubmit to 
* the conſideration of the Board, whether it be attainable 
by any other means than by encouraging Europeans, 
** diſtinguiſhed, by their property, ſituation and credit, 
from ordinary adventurers, to undertake the cultiva- 
tion and manufacture of Sugar after the method prac» 
e tiſed in the Weſt- Indies, by ſuch, grants of unoccupied 
lands, and other reaſonable, privileges, as we have al- 
« ready ſuggeſted. We admit that much will depend on 
< the conduct of the firſt undertakers; but, with proper 
«© management- on their part, and a reaſonable ſupport 
„ from Government, we think the ſucceſs would be. in- 
«« fallible, and that in a few years the natives would fol- 
<« low the new method, which would thence ſoon be- 
« come general throughout the country, as the Italian 
„mode of winding Raw-Silk lately introduced now is. 
Vour Committee find, that the Governor General and 

Council, influenced by the reaſonings above ſtated, 
readily. complied with the requeſt preferred to them, A 
grant of land was accordingly allotted, on which a Sugar” 

K | Plantation 
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Plantation was ſet on foot; but after repeated experiments 
upon the ſoil, it was found ſo univerſally infeſted with 
White Ants, that the Society were obliged to drop their 
ſcheme; and ſome other diſappointments having alſo hap- 
pened in the extenſive undertakings off the ſame Society, 
they, after a time, ſeparated, but not before they had, 
by purchaſing Canes from the neighbouring diſtricts (for 
the evil of White Ants is but partial, and prevails moſt 
in uncultivated lands) produced both refined Sugar and 
Rum; thus evidencing the practicability of their original 
ideas, though that mode of producing Sugars, with their 
other circumſtances, made it inconvenient for them to. 
ee in it. 


Such appears to have been the ſtate of the Sugar Trade 
in India in 1776; and your Committee cannot but con- 
ſider it as a circumſtance much to be lamented, that ſo 
laudable an undertaking, for reſtoring this declining 
branch of commerce, ſhould have failed of ſucceſs, as no 
doubt ſuch failure operated very much to diſcourage 
others from embarking in ſimilar purſuits. Between 
1776 and 1790, your Committee have no reaſon to con- 
clude, that this trade underwent any very material altera- 
tion; as in ſome Obſervations addreſſed to the Governor- 
General, Earl Cornwallis, by Mr. Bebb, an active and 
intelligent Member of the Bengal Board of Trade, on the 
ſubje& of extending the export of Bengal productions, in 
a letter, under date the gth July, 1790, Mr. Bebb 
ſpeaks of it as follows“: 


* Vide nee ama and Wenne Conſu'tations, 14th July, 1590. 
a ＋ Ng E TOP 
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The material articles of export from Bengal are Rice, 
% Sugar, Raw-Silk, and Silk Piece Goods; the two lat- 
ter, ſaid to have been very much leſſened ſince the Ma- 
* rattah war, and any of them ſince that time to yield but 
little profit. 

« Excluſive of the'cuſfom payable on theſe articles at 
Bengal, and at the other Preſidencies to which they 
are conſigned, the lands which produce the materials 
for theſe articles pay a conſiderable revenue to this 
Government, eſpecially thofe. which yield Sugar and 
1 Mulberry ; ; theſe, in all places, pay double, triple, and 
* in ſome even the quintuple of grain-Iands. 


Some of the articles of export are peculiar to Bengal, 
« Others are carried from other countries to Madras and 


Bombay, and rival thoſe of Bengal. 


« Among the articles thus rivaled, Sugar is the moſt 
« yaluable; it is an article of ſo much importance, that 
te the extending the export of it is of ſufficient weight in 
11 itſelf to merit conſideration. 


* The Bombay market is ſapplied with Sugar from 
„China, Manilla, and Batavia, as well as from Bengal; 
all that can be purchaſed at Batavia by the Bombay 
4 merchants is eagerly bought; the vending or procur- 
« ing a cargo of Sugar is even conſidered as a fort of favor 
« conferred by the Officers of the Dutch Government 
4 on the Bombay Merchant. 


e 


tran } 


Ahe Marattahs, the great conſumers of the Sugar 
4 imported into Bombay, are ſaid, however, to give 4 
„preference to Bengal N if it de of the 2 pod or 
nearly of the ſame price.“ 


The plan by which Mr. Bebb propoſed to effect an 
enlarged” export of the Bengal productions, was, by 
taking off the duties levied on their importation into 
Madras and Bombay ; this, he obſerved, would give 
them a decided advantage over their rivals at thoſe 
markets, and, as the price would thereby be rendered ſo 
much eaſier to the conſumers, it was reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that this would lead to an encreaſed conſumption. 
For a copy of Mr. Bebb's 83 at length, Fund 
Appendix; No. 2. 4 


Upon Mr. Bebb's propoſition War taken into conſi- 


deration by the Governor-General in Council, it was 
agreed, That a copy of it ſhould be tranſmitted to the re- 
ſpective governments of Bombay and Madras, and that 
they ſhould be requeſted to furniſh. their ſentiments on 
the meaſures ſuggeſted, in order to affiſt his Lordſhip in 
paſſing a final. reſolution on the ſubject. For a Copy 
of the Letters vritten on the Nohlen. Vide Ae 
No. 2 | | 


Before theſe replies came to hand, your. Committee find 
the Governor-General in Council again applied to on 
the fubject of the Sugar Trade, in the following Letter 
from Mr. Lambert, an eminent Free Merchant at Cal- 


| Extract 
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Extract Bengal Public Conſultations, dth enn 
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To the Right Honourable Ear! Cornwallis, xc. Ac. 


„My Lord, 
I would not, at this period, intrude upon your Lord- 
«« ſhip's valuable time, which muſt be ſo fully occupied 
in combining and directing to their ſucceſsful iſſue the 
various and extenſive operations of a juſt and neceſſary 
* war, were I not well convinced of your ready atten- 
& tion to every object that tends in the ſmalleſt degree 
* to promote the cultivation, and extend the Commerce, 
of theſe Provinces 


“ Under this impreſſion, deg leave herewith to ſend, 


for your Lordſhip's inſpedion, ſamples of Sugar, and 


„ Sugar- candy, made at the Chineſe Plantation from 
common Burdwan Jaggery. n oh 


«Nor i. Clayed Sugar, the produce of Jaggery after 
once boiling, and is produced in the proportion of 
four to ten, that is, 100 maunds of Jaggery will yield 
*« 40 maunds of this Sugar and 47; maunds of Molaſſes, 
*« loſing one- eighth, or 12 maunds, of the original ma- 
e terial in the proceſs. | 


No. 2, is Loaf Sugar made of the ſame material 


% twice boiled, which yields of this Sugar a proportion 


* of 1; to 10, viz. 100 maunds of Jaggery make 15 
0 maunds of Loaf Sugar, and leave 65 maunds of Mo- 
4+ laſſes, loſing in the proceſs of refining one-fifth, or 
* 20 maunds, | 


L No. 


* 


11 


« No. 3. is Sugar - candy, made alſo from Jaggery after 
6 three boilings, and is obtained in the proportion of 
6 to 10, leaving a reſiduum of ſeven - tenths, and loſing 
„ two-tenths in the proceſs; 100 maunds of Jaggery, 


„ giving 10 maunds of this Sugar- candy, and 70 maunds 


of Molaſſes, with a loſs of 20 maunds in the refining, 
«© Theſe ſpecimens will ſerve to ſhew that the Crude 
«4 Jaggery, as furniſhed by the Riotts in almoſt every part 
* of this country, is capable of producing Sugar and 
Sugar- candy fully equal in quality to what is made in 


Europe, China, or Batavia. 


« Toi improve and extend the manufacture ofan article 
6 ſo valuable as that of Sugar, to raiſe its quality, and 
« reduce its price to ſuch a ſtandard as will preclude 
„ importation, and make it an object of profitable ex- 


«port, is a matter of ſuch beneficial magnitude to this 


& country as cannot fail to attract your Lordſhip's fa- 
* yourable regard. | 


With the protection and encouragement of Govern- 
“ ment, I think I can venture on good grounds to 


« aſſert, that this deſirable object would ſoon be at- 
4%: tained. But in foch a country as this, where ſo many 


% obſtacles oppoſe individual exertions, nothing but a 
firm and decided preference, in all our own Settlements, 
„in favor of Bengal Sugar over thoſe of China or. Bata- 
4% via, can give energy and permanence to the efforts of 
individuals, or induce” them to embark largely and 
with . on a r + in which large ſums have 

2 f | | 202 6 alteady 
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« already been loſt by former press ders At profects, 
„Bengal Sugars are ſubject to as high a duty when 


« brought from any part of the country into Calcutta, as 
« thoſe imported from China or ** and no draw | 


© back allowed: on exportation. 


„ Jaggery alſo from which they have been made, 

& ſhould it have paſſed Calcutta on its way to the place 
4 of manufacture, or have been purchaſed therein, as 
<«< moſt frequently happens, will have previouſly paid the 
« ſame duty. in proportion. to its value; and if from 
„ Benares, it muſt pay the Rajah's duty there, as like- 
„ wiſe at the Cuſtom- houſe at Manjee, ſo that it is 


poſſible that the ſame material may have paid three 


different duties in its crude ſtate, and muſt, after all, pay 
* the Calcutta cuſtoms before it can be exported. 


„At Madras and Bombay the Sugar of Bengal is 
e taxed equally high as Foreign Sugar; thus, when ex- 
ported from hence to either of thoſe Prefidencies or 
« their Subordinates, the Company exact a double, per- 
« haps a treble, poſſibly a quintuple duty on the Refined 
« or Manufactured Sugars of theſe Provinces, for they 
© muſt pay the Calcutta Cuſtoms before they can be ex- 
« ported from hence in a manufactured ſtate, notwith- 
« ſtanding the raw material may have previouſly paid 
«the duties before-mentioned; and at Madras and 
* Bombay the import: duty muſt” alſo be paid: whereas 
Foreign Sugars, when imported into any of our Settle- 
«« ments, can only pay the import duty at the place where 
©* they are landed. It therefore appear $, that at Calcutta, 

| = 4 Bengal 
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te Bengal Sugars are taxed equally high as Foreign Sugars, 
„ beſides the duty that may have been before collected 
e upon the Jaggery or raw material; and, when exported 
to Madras or Bombay they are taxed higher than Foreign 
« Sugars, in all the amount of the Inland and Calcutta 


duties. 


„In England and moſt European ſtates, the natural 
produce of the ſoil and manufactures of the country, 
„and its dependencies, are ſo jealouſly protected by 
duties and excluſive regulations, that no foreign arti- 
cles of a ſimilar kind can enter into competition with 
„ them, which gives them the complete monopoly of 
their own market. 


Here, I am ſorry to obſerve, no ſuch preference exiſts ; 
Government has lately made very honourable ſacrifices 
to the proſperity of Bengal, by the abolition of the 
Government cuſtoms and Bazar duties. 


„To grant a drawback of the Calcutta duties on all 
« Bengal Sugars exported, and to allow their importation 
duty free into all the other Preſidencies, would not, I 
66 ſhould hope, be thought a great addition to the before- 
% mentioned liberal and voluntary gifts; and were ſimilar 
© * indulgencies granted to every home product, the appa- 

* rent loſs of revenue would, in my humble opinion, be 
« amply compenſated in the real and permanent benefits 
« that would reſult therefrom by the extenſion of Com- 
« merce, and conſequent increaſe of cultivation * pro- 


4 ductive induſtry. 
© But 


T 45 1 
gut ſhould ſuch a meaſure be impracticahle in the 
1 preſent ſtate of things, or the immediate wants of Go- 
* vernment preclude any further alienation of Revenue 
„ (however ſmall) for diſtant advantages, an additional 
duty on foreign Sugars imported into any of our Settle- 
ments would at leaſt ſecure to Bengal the entire con- 

:«« ſumption of, our own markets; and a; drawback. of the 
Calcutta duties on thoſe Sugars only that are exported 
from hence to foreign markets, ſuch as Mocha, Ille of 
France, &c. enable us ſpeedily to enter into a powerful 
competition with our rivals. Independent of duties 
to facilitate more effectually a reduction 1 in the price of 
0 Sugar, it is of the firſt, conſequence, to ſecure to the 
manufacturer a certain and quick ſale for the Dregs or 
- Molaſles that drain from it whilſt refining, . 
410 943 
66 This reſiduym, your Lordſhip wall have . 
« « forms a very conſiderable Portion of the produce of 
the original material, and I know of no way of turn- 
ing it to advantage ſo readily as by diſtillation. Ma- 
8 and. Bombay are at preſent ſupplied with Arrack 
0 rom Batavia, den ad Goa ; of courſe, Bengal 
ey ſpirits, are, ſhut gut from "thoſe e markets, as Vell for 


af ublic, jas, private conf . for \ without a prefe- 
e 


„ rence in the public ſupplie produce of our recent 


4% diſtilleries cannot enter into competition with that 
wth f which , comes from thoſe of the before: mentioned 
t places. Government formerly f gave us chat preference 
10 in ſupplying the troops at Madras with Rum ar and Ar- 
kack, from, hence. fl 2833002 Nil 201 Salza! mod DS 
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ce he price at which it was delivered thely was un- 
"66 doubtedly ſomewhat higher than Ceylon Arrack now 
* coſts ; but when it is conſidered that all the money 


0 paid by | the Company for Batavia, Ceylon, or Goa Ar- 


rack is a Joſs to Bengal in the whole amount, which 
would be retained were the troops at Madras and 
"66 Bombay ſupplied from hence, the ſmall faving that 
at preſent may ariſe from the difference of price will 
not compenſate for this diſadvantage, combined as tlie 
conſumption of Bengal ſpirits is with the ſupport of 
the Sugar manufactory. Even this trifling ſaving in 
price would, I am confident, exiſt but a ſhort time; 


for we ſhould very ſoon, with proper encouragement, 


1 


* be able to ſupply them with ſpirits full as cheap as 
they could be procured from any other part of India, 
e by the means before ſuggeſted, that of uniting the di- 


"IM ſtillery with the refining of Sugar, hitherts unat- 
2 KL re here to any e extent. 


3 As a proof that I feel 1 myfaf widtuled i in making 
, this aſſertion, I will engage, on due notice, to ſupply 
at Madras any quantity of double-diſtilled Bengal Rum 
or Arrack, at two annas per gallon leſs than the laſt. 
4 contract price at which it was deliveved to Govern- 
0 ment. 4 


13 


855 « Under the preſumption that the troops at Madras 
would continue to be' ſupplied from Bengal as here- 
©« tofore, I made about 200 leaguers of Rum ſoon after 


* Lenne the laſt contract, in which I was jointly 
7 , | concerned 


[4] 


4 concerned with Meſſrs. Ferguſſon and Barretto and the 
late Mr. Fenny; in order that its quality might be 
improved by age ;. and, as a wholeſome and good ſpi- 
„ rit, I ſhould: not. be afraid to, riſk. compariſon with 
«. what you now receive from Ceylon as Batavia Arrack, 
and which, I am informed, is diſtilled from To 1dy. 


« Fam afraid I ſhould treſpaſs too far upon your Lord 
« ſhip's patience; were I to dwell upon the claims which: 
« the Bengal diſtilleries have to public ſupport, and 
«© ſhall therefbre only-obſerve, that they amply. ſapplied 
the fleet and army during the laſt war with ſpirits at 
3 a period when they could be procured from 80 other 
0 part of India. | f 


« Tn Raving preſumed thus far to offer. ly Selithibents 
upon a ſubject which has always preſented itſelf to 
« my mind as of the firſt importance to the trade and: 
« cultivation of theſe Provinces, and in which I have 
. had much practical experience in all its branches, I 
I truſt T'ſhall ſtand excuſed of any other motive than 
that of an Honeſt wiſh to promote the general proſ- 
* perity of a urge with which my own intereſt is ſo 
44. ſtron ngly united, | 


I haye the honour to be, c. 
«A. LAMBERT.” 


| "Upon the Governor-General” and: Council” taking this, 
| Letter into conſideration, it was ordered, that directions 


1 


18 


be ſent to the Cuſtom Maſter to ſtate the average for one 
year of his receipts of duties for the laſt five years upon 
Bengal Sugars of whatever kind, and upon Rum and 
Arrack, exported from Calcutta, and imported at Cal- 
cutta, from different parts of the country; alſo a fimilar 
average of the duties upon Foreign Sugars imported, as 
well as upon Jaggery. 


That directions be likewiſe ſent to the Reſident at 
Benares to report the average for one year of the receipts 
of duties for the laſt five years upon Sugars and Jaggery 
exported from Benares to the Company's provinces. 


That the Collector at Manjce be inſtructed to ſtate the 
amount of duties collected upon thoſe articles that have 
. paſſed his ſtation ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Collector's 


Office; and, 
2 


That the Governor in Council at Madras and bay 
be requeſted to ſtate the average receipts for one year of 
the duties collected in the laſt five years upon Sugars of 
whatever kind, alſo upon Rum and Arrack, imported at, 
as well as exported from theſe Preſidencies, diſtinguiſh- 
ing the duties upon Bengal Sugars, and upon' the Rum 
and Arrack of this country, from thoſe upon the ſame 
articles that have come from the Settlements of foreign 
Nations. 9 


For the ſeveral particulars of information furniſhed by 
i the Governments of Bombay, and Madras, as e y the 
eſident 


* 
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Reſident at Benares, and the Cuſtom-Maſters at Calcutta 
and Manjee, in conſequence of theſe. orders, and of thoſe 
previouſly. iffued on the ſubject of Mr. Bebb's Obſerva- 
tions, your Committee beg leave to refer to the n | 
No. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. 


It will be ſeen by the Letters — the MAD Go- 
vernments of Bombay and Madras, as above referred to, 


that the orders iſſued by the Governor-General in Council 


on the 14th July and 8th September, 1790, had only, 


been partially complied with, viz. at Bombay, as far as 
concerned the articles of Sugar, Rum, and Arrack ; and 
at Madras, reſpecting Sugar only; but that both Go- 
vernments had given aſſurances of forwarding the re- 
mainder of the information, with their opinions on the 
ſubje& as deſired, as ſoon as they ſhould be enabled to 
collect the neceſſary Accounts and Statements. It appears, 
therefore, at the time the Accounts from the Reſident at 
Benares, the Collector at Manjee, and the Cuſtom 
Maſter at Calcutta were recorded, that they were ordered 
to lie for conſideration. By the advices recently received 
by the Swallow, your Committee find a Number in the 
packet, a paper ſtated to be a Minute of 'the Governor 
General in Council, to the Pg —— 


Minute, 12th Auguſt 176M Public Department. 


+ The Governor General in Council has hitherto de- 
„ ferred the conſideration of the letters received from 
« Fort Saint George and Bombay, in reply to the reference 
* from hence under date the 14th July 1790, in the 
| N s expectation 


( 9 ] 


i expectation of the further advices promiſed in the let- 
eiter of the 27th October, 1790, from the former, and 
© of the 15th September, 1790, from the latter. | 


But theſe advices not being arrived, the Board think 
it more expedient to proceed upon the documents 
already furniſhed, than to wait any longer for 
them. mor 


% The Madras Government have given a decided opi- 
e nion, that, in the preſent ſtate of the trade, the abo- 
* lition of the Cuſtoms at that Preſidency will be attended 
«© with no material diminution of Revenue, if all the 
* Cuſtoms were to be aboliſhed? on the imports from 
«© Bengal, except on the article of Rice. 


The Bombay Government are clearly of opinion, that 
« very eſſential benefits will reſult from the meaſure of 
«© taking off the duties on the import of Sugar from Ben- 
gal; and they ſay, they will adopt it, from the 1ſt of 
« September next. On all other articles of import they 
„ promile to give their opinion hereafter. 


4 $9 many months having elapſed without this opi- 

% nion being received, it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
c that no material objection could have occurred to ex- 
« tending the abolition of duties to all other articles, or 
« elſe they would have particularly brought it forward 
'« to notice; for they muſt be aware it neceſſarily fol- 


« lows, that, if a benefit be derived from the abolition of 
| « the 


Rf. 


« the cuſtoms upon Bengal Sugar, benefit will equally 
« ariſe from aboliſhing them on every other article of 
* Bengal produce. | 


According to the information the Board at preſent 
poſſeſs, the ſole point on which there can be any he- 
e ſitation in regard to making the abolition general at 
« Madras, Bombay, and their Subordinates, is the dimi- 
„ nution the Company's Revenue may ſuffer by the abo- 
« lition of cuſtoms upon Rice imported at Madras; the 
amount of which the Board are uninformed of. | 


This objection has been anticipated generally in the 
Proceedings of the 14th July, 1790, and fo fully re- 
&« plied to, that it is ſufficient to refer to thoſe Pro- 
« ceedings. | 


It may however be obſerved in reſpe& to the par- 
e ticular article of Rice, that in common years the price 
« of it is ſo low in Bengal, compared with the uſual 
< price at the places to which it is carried, that there is 
no ſaying to what degree the exportation would ex- 
<« tend, were it not checked by the heavy expence of 
Indian ſhipping, and by the other neceſſary charges. 


The expence of ſhipping is without remedy, or ra- 
« ther it muſt be left to the natural courſe of things 
« to remedy itſelf, if poſſible and ſo muſt all other 
charges, except that of Cuſtoms, which is a burthen- 
«: ſome: 
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« ſome increaſe to the other unavoidably heavy ex- 
66 pences. | 


* Of this charge the Trade may be relieved. So far as 
Bengal is concerned, there cannot be a doubt of its 
6 being ſound policy to give the import of Grain from 
Bengal advantages over the import of Grain from 
< other places where the Company have no territory. 


« As the war with Tippoo continues, and aſſiſtance 
« from hence muſt ſtill be largely afforded, every meaſure 
e therefore that facilitates remittance, is a relief to the 


Public; a conſiderable export of Grain to Madras will 


« aſſuredly have that tendency. 


Since the queſtion of abolition of Cuſtoms aroſe, 
& there has been a moſt unuſual export of Grain from 
Bengal“ to the Weſt of India, the benefit to theſe 
& provinces has been extremely great, and the expence of 
& remittance to Surat and Bombay, has fallen per 
* cent. which verifies the reaſonings upon the Proceed- 
« ings of the 14th July, 1790. It is Reſolved therefore, 
ce that it be recommended to the Governor in Council of 
% Fort St. George to aboliſh entirely, from the iſt Sep- 
t tember next, at that Preſidency and its Subordinates, 
the Cuſtoms upon all goods imported from, Bengal, 
e except upon Rice, according to the following regula- 


* 1,200,000 Bags are conjeCtured to have been exported. Theſe, in- 
cluding all charges, except freight of ſhips, may be valued at 23 Rupees 
per bag. Thus Bengal has benefitted thirty lacs of Rupees, or three 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, by this circumſtance. ; 

4 | © tions, 


C ng 1 


tions, and to aboliſh the duties upon Rice from the 1ſt 


September next for two years, a ſpaceof time which will 
put Merchants upon the neceſſary certainty in forming 
e their arrangements, and will allow a fair trial of the 
© meaſure. | 


«© That it be recommended to the Government of Bom- 
ce bay to aboliſh entirely all Cuſtoms at that Preſidency, 
« and its Subordinates, from the iſt October next, _ 
all goods K from n , 


From the until thus exhibited, the Court will be 
enabled to judge, with a degree of certainty, of the con- 
fined ſtate of the export trade of Bengal in the article of 
Sugar, as it exiſted at the beginning of the year 1790. Your 
Committee, nevertheleſs, flatter themſelves; the time is 
arrived, when both the Cultivation and Commerce of that 
country are about to aſſume a more pleaſing appearance. 
By the regulations which have been lately adopted in 
Bahar for letting the lands on a ten years ſettlement, and 
which your Committee underſtand are carrying into 
effect in the other Provinces, the Land-holder, feeling 
that he has a permanent intereſt in the Soil, and is no 
longer ſubject to the rapacious exactions of a Revenue 
Farmer, who had only perhaps the leaſe of the diſtrict 
for a ſingle year, will be induced to ſtimulate the Riot 
to exert the utmoſt of his {kill and induſtry in effecting 
improvements, the fruits of which he will now enjoy in 
ſafety, and which the former ſyſtem tended rather to 


diſcourage than to excite. At the ſame time the abolition 
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the Government Cuſtoms throughout the interior of the Pro- 


vinces, the removal of the numberleſs Chokeys ſtationed by 


every petty Zemindar in every diſtrict, however inconſider- 
able, with the more recent abolition of the Haut Gunge 


and Bazar duties, as well as thoſe payable at the Company's 
other Settlements on the Coaſt of Choromandel and Malabar, 
will give ſuch facility aud encouragement to Commerce, as 
your Committee conceive, all circumſtances conſidered, will 


be the means of producing in abundance almoſt every ar- 


ticle for which a demand either foreign or domeſtic can be 


found. 


Your Committee truſt it will not be thought they are too 
fanguine in the concluſions they have thus drawn. They 


have already pointed out the very extenſive exportation that- 


has taken place in Rice, to the amount of 30 Lacks 
of Rupees; and it appears by a Letter from the Board of 
Trade, dated 25th January 1791, that Sugar, the Article 
now more immediately under conſideration, is becoming 
a ſtaple commodity with Foreigners, and that an export 
trade to America and Flanders is riſing very faſt in it. In 
the month of November 1790, about 200 tons were bought 
for the Company in the Calcutta market, on an exigency, 
without difficulty; and your Committee have been inform- 
ed, from authority they cannot doubt, that in addition to 
that quantity there were alſo ſeven ſhips laden by Foreigners; 
which demand, though unlooked for, had no viſible effect 
upon the price. It has alſo been further ſtated to your 
Committee, that a veſſel, partly laden with Sugar, by an 
accident ſuffered ſo much damage that ſhe was unable to 


proceed 


k. 


proceed the voyage, on which the Cargo was unladen, and 
the Sugars diſpoſed of at a loſs of 15 per cent. on their 
firſt coſt ; a ſure proof that imports were pouring into Cal- 
cutta from the country, and that the market was by no 
means drained by this new channel of exportation. 


Some letters from Gentlemen of character and mercantile 
knowledge have been ſhewn to a Member of your Com- 
mittee, from whence it appears theſe Gentlemen entertain no 
- doubts of conſiderable quantities being now procurable ; two 
of them ſay, More than ſufficient to fill up any vacant ton - 
nage that may be unoccupied from the reduction of the in- 
« veſiment; and another Gentleman, in a letter dated Au- 
guſt 1791, ſays, Sufficient may be procured to laad home 
« twenty ſhips this year, and, with proper encouragement ; 
« two hundred next.” Your Committee are, however, not 
ſo fanguine as this Gentleman as to the rapid increaſe to be 
expected; but as it comes from a well-informed perſon upon 


the ſpot, they cannot with-hold their aſſent to the poſition, 


that much larger quantities can, on an emergency, be pro- 
cured than has yet been in the contemplation of the Court ; 
eſpecially as on a reference to ſome of the Accounts ſtated in 
the Appendix, they find the quantities. brought to market 
can be greatly and ſuddenly increaſed, according as the de- 
mand for the article is more or leſs. Thus in the firſt of 
the five years the quantity exported from Benares is White 
Sugar 4,556 maunds; in the third year it amounts to 36,442 
maunds, or eight times as much; and the fourth . year it 
amounts to 53,024 maunds, or nearly twelve times the 
quantity exported in the firſt year. Again, in the Accounts 
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of Sugars and a imported into, Calcutta from 1773 to 
1787, both. incluſive; the number of pots of Liquid Jaggery 


or Molaſſes imported in 178 1 was 410,313, in 1582 it 


amounted to 2, 108, 839, in 1785 the number was 3 34,000, 
and in 1786 / s,; nor is the facility with which any 


extraordinary quantity is ſupplied to be wondered at, when it 


is conſidered that Sugar is an article of eonſumption to every 
inhabitant of Bengal and the neighbouring Provinces, form- 


ing part of their diet from the Raw Stage of it in the Cane 


to its being made up into Sweatmeets and Confections; and it is 
to be met with in every Bazar in all the ſtages of its ma- 
nufacture. From a thorgugh conviction of the advantages 
that will accrue to the, Company and the Nation by this 


trade becoming a permanent one, your Committee are in- 


duced to ſolicit the attention of the Court to the great object 


of prevailing on the Legiſlature to reduce the duties to the 


* 


Committee humbly pteſume to think, that the Right Ho- 


nourable the Chancellor of his Majeſty's Exchequer, who is 
ſo. diſtinguiſhed. for his knowledge on Commercial ſubjects, 


will not diſcountenance a meaſure that tends to benefit rather 


than to injure the Revenue, as it will be found upon inquiry, 
that of the Sugars hitherto imported by the Company al- 
moſt the whole has been re · exported. At the lame time 
it is much to be feared, from the great temptation that is 
afforded in the high drawback, ſay near 38s. per wt. much 
of it may have been ſmuggled back again, to the great in- 
jury of the Revenue and of the Fair Trader. Nor do your 
Committee conceive that the Gentlemen intereſted in the 
Weſt - India property can have any well founded objection 
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to ſuch a meaſure, as the difference of Freight from Bengel, 

under any reduction that can poſſibly happen, will always 
give them every advantage in the market they can reaſonably 
with for or expect. It is not your Committee's wiſh that the 
Company ſhould become the hoſtile opponents or avowed . 

rivals of the Weſt India Merchants in any of the markets, to 
which they have been accuſtomed, or are competent to 
ſupply ; but as, in the preſent critical fituation of affairs, an 
opening ariſes for drawing back to this country a large 
portion of that foreign trade which. it formerly enjoyed, and 
which, as has been already ſbeum, the French diverted from 
hence, your Committee . conceive it would be unpardon- 
able in them to let ſlip fo fair an opportunity 'of lending 
their aſſiſtance to effect ſo great a national object. Under the 
moſt favorable circumſtances France ever ſaw, it would have 
required many years to. reſtore the Iſland of St. Domingo 
to its former flouriſhing ſtate: this is thetefore the 
moment for exertions, and, if they are properly directed, 
there is well · grounded reaſon to expect Bengal may be 
benefited by an export of this Commodity to the amount 

of more than half a million per annum. 


The mere eee profit that may reſult to the Com- 
pany in their Mercantile capacity, may not at firſt perhaps 
be an object of any eſſential moment, and, conſidered as 
Lords of the oil; it is in a manner of little conſequence to 
them whether the Sugars of Bengal are carried from thence 
in Britiſh or Foreign bottoms; but, actuated as your Com- 
mittee have ever been by a. deſire of rendering Great-Britaia 
the grand: Mart for ſupplying all * wick the Commo- 

P Atlties 


. T 
dities of the Eaſt, they would feel infinite regret in 
beholding any branch of Indian Commerce carried on by the 
ſhipping of other nations, which, under proper arrangements, 
might be rendated inſtrumental. in promoting the Trade and 

Navigation of our own. f 


Having maturely weighed and conſidered the whole of tlie 
above · ſtated cireumſtances, your Committee ſubmit it to 
the Court as their opinion, that, in the advices about to be 
tranſmitted to Bengal, the Governor General in Council 
be inſtructed to take the needful meaſures for ſecuring, in 
addition to the other Confignments, as large a quantity of 
Sugar for the returning ſhips of the ſeaſon as can be pro- 
vided, and if (which your Committee think is not very 
likely to happen, conſidering the number of Foreign ſhips. 
which your Committee are given to underſtand are in pur- 
ſuit of the ſame object) the Governor General in Council 
ſhall be able to- collect ſuch a quantity as ſhall exceed the. 
Tonnage on hand, after giving to each ſhip as much ſurplus 
tonnage as ſhe: may be in a capacity to receive, that he be 
empowered to hire any ſhip or ſhips that may be offered, for 
the purpoſe of conveying home the remainder, at the moft: 
reaſonable. rate of freight that can be obtained.“ 


Your Committee further ſubmit, that the Governor -Ge: 
neral in Council, upon the receipt of ſuch inſtructions, do 
forthwith eſtabliſh an enquiry into the paſt and preſent- ſtate 
ef the Culture of Sugar in Bengal and the adjacent Provinces, 
with a view particularly to aſcertain what, improvements 


* This was ſuggeſted: upon an idea that Parliament would diſpenſe 
with. the Laws, now in force, for one ſeaſon, in order to meet the public 
wiſh. on the preſent exigency. 

have 


DN 


Have alteady- been produced from the regulations that have 
hitherto taken place, and in what degtee it is capable of 
being further extended under the preſent, or any other ſuit- 
able encouragements that may be afferded. In the proſe- 
oution of: this inquiry, your Committee could wiſh that each 
Collector ſhould be called upon to furniſh. the beſt informa- 
tion he may be able to & cpa on 15 are of the en. 


ing Ar- : 


1. The number of Begahs of Sugar- cane cultivated in 
his diſtrict, as well in rent · free as in Nizamut lands? 


2. The average rent per Begah? 


3. What increaſe has taken place therein within « a good 
Fears paſt? : | : 


4. What increaſe it is further capable of, under , and 
what. degree: of encouragement ? - | | 


5. Does the cultivation of the Sugar-cane labour modi 
any peculiar, diſadvantages ? - | 


6. If: any, Are they local or general? 


7. What is the quantity of lands now- a waſte in the 
diſtrict? 11 ' a 50 961.5 


A 


8; Can the Riots bs proved? upon to apply any por- 
tion of thoſe lands to the culture of the Sugar cane, and 
upon hat terms and conditions? een. 


75 1 * 218 


1 925 . What is the mode of . aan ** 
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„ ny What the expeince of cultivation per Bega 7 | 


1 1. What is the average quantity « of Canes prodyced per 
Begah, and their value? | | 


12. What is the rate of profit rok annum derive to "Who 
Riott upon each Begah ? 


13. In what degree is the Sugar-cane more or Jeſs beng- 
ficial to the Riott than Mulberry, Rice, Grain, or other ye- 
getable productions? 


14. What quantity of Sugar is a Begah of Canes ſup- 
poſed to furniſh per annum or crop ? | 
15. How is it prepared ? 
16. What are the expences attendant upon its prepara- 


tion, noting each particular ? 


17. Are there any eſtabliſhed Sugar-works in the diſtri, 
and 10 whom are they held, Natives or Europeans ? 


18. What i is eſtimated to be the total quantity of Sugar 
produced in the diſtri& each year on an average, diſtinguiſhed 
in maunds of 80 Sicca weight, and of what different qua- 


19. Is the quantity produced within the diſtrict ſuſhi 
cient for, or does it exceed, the internal conſumption? / 


20. If it falls ſhort, from whence is the deficiency. fog: 
plied, and to what amount? 


21. If 


( 62 


21. If it en, what is the ſurplus, and how is it dif - 


22. What i is the preſent current rate of its O's diſtin 
guiſhing (as far as is capable of being deſcribed) the ſeveral 
qualities, firſt in the uſual ſpecies of Rupees and the cuſto- 
mary rate of the Maund in which it is bought or fold, and 
afterwards (for the ſake of a more ready compariſon) reducing 
ſuch coſt to the Sicca Rupee, and the Bazar Maund of Eighty 
Sicca weight? | 


23. What reduction is 2ofible to be effofted i in ſuch rate. 
of coſt, ſhould it become an extenſive and Nee article 
of import into Europe? 


24. What would be the moſt eligible mode of making 
purchaſes for the Company? by advances to the Riott 
through the Company's Public Commercial „Agent? by 
purchaſes in the Mofuſſil through private individuals? at 
Calcutta only? or in what other mode? 


25. To what purpoſe is the dregs (as the Melaſſes, we. <) | 
that ariſe in the courſe of the manufacturing proceſs applied? 
Do they, or do they not, turn to 4 mn ac- 
count? an 


26. Is the refinement of Sugar practiſed within the ; 
diſtrict? If ſo, whether in the European or by what other 
mode ? And what is _ rate Dep nn that wn 


An 2? 


From the inqelligance: that ſhall 1 X 2 to 
theſe particulars, your Committee conceive, that the Right 
Q | Honourable 
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Navigation, and Reyenues. 
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bufabie the GoveriiofiGtietht i Csunell will be en- 


abled to furniſh the Court with his ſentiments at large on 
this branch of Commerce, by which it may be determined 
how far the ideas which your Committee have ventured, 
in the courſe of this Report, to intrude upon the Court, 
are well or ill founded, inaſmuch as they regard the ability 
of Bengal to furniſh a ſupply of Sugar on the preſent exi- 
gency, the advantages that will accrue thereto by creating a 
new, extenſive, and permanent export demand. for the pro- 


- duction of its ſoil, and the labour of its manufactures, and, 


what is not leſs intereſting, the-beneficial conſequences that 
they have conjectured will reſult to this country in the 
means it may afford of promoting and increaſing its Trade, 


* 
N 


| 5 Committee, Erl conceive that ſome time muſt 
unavoidably elapſe before this enquiry can take place, and 
that of courſe there is but little reaſon to conclude that the 
reſult can be known in England before the return of the 
ſhips now going out, if indeed ſo ſoon; your Committee 
therefore ſubmit, that in this event the Governor-General 
in Council be defired to furniſh the Court, by the earlieſt 
conveyance of any kind that may occur, ſo as that it may 
arrive in England at fartheſt by the month of January or 
February 1793, or, if no other mode ſhall offer, by an 
overland di ſpatch, with the beſt information he can poſſibly 
obtain of the largeſt quantity of Sugar that may probably be 
procured for the ſhipping of an enſuing ſeaſon; in order that 
the Court may be guided thereby in taking the needful 
meafures for providing in due time a proper quantity * 
ade * tranſporting it ä K rl 
| 5 © 138 By 
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By the annexed account, it will be ſeen, that of the im- 
ports hitherto made from Bengal the loweſt ſelling rate was 
88s. 6d. the cwt. which has gradually ariſen to 1 56s. 
At theſe rates, under every diſcouraging circumſtance of the 
ſuperior duties, and reckoned at a rate of freight equal to 
311. 16s. per ton, the article has yielded no inconſiderable 
profit. Rating, therefore, the freight at only Z.15 per 
ton, and allowing that the duty ſhould be fixed at the rate 
now paid on Weſt-India Sugars, there can be little doubt 
but, under a larger reduction of price than it is probable 
Sugar would undergo before this commodity ſhall arrive at 
market, the proſpect of advantage, to ſay nothing of its 
utility in other reſpects, is ſufficient to juſtify your Com- 
mittee in recommending the adoption of this meaſure. 


(Signed) 
«& Joan SMITH Burcts, 
© WILLIAM ELPHINSTONE, 
«© Huck IxcL1s, 
Eaſt- India Houſe, * ABRAM RoBARTS, | 


29th Feb. 1792. 40 Joux TRAVERS, 
| « 'PavL LR MsunxlIER, 
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APPENDIX; | No. «. 


Extract of a Letter to Bengal in the Commercial 
Department, dated 8th April, 1789. 


Par, 377. + |» BY a reference to the Price 
Current of goods in this country herewith ſent you, you may perhaps 
find ſome articles, the production of Bengal, that might .ſerye partly, 
if not altogether, the purpoſes of dunnage; and from which, if we 
derive no profit, our loſſes might be leſs than on the article“ in 
queſtion ; Tos Acco, Su, Wax, and probably other articles, the 
nature of which we are unacquainted with by the country names, 
might be worth the trial, on a ſmall ſcale, by way of experiment. 
If they yielded only the prime coſt, duties, and charges, -we ſhould: 
be no ſufferers, as freight, for the en tonnage muſt be paid, 
whether goods are laden or not. | 


This alludes to the article of Redwood. It was the practice to lade a quan- 

tity of this commodity on each ſhip as dunnage, to preſerve the Piece Goode, 
&c. from damage. The Company had, at this time, large quantities in ware- 
houſe which could not be nr | 
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Extract from the Ben gal Commercial and Shipping 
Conſultations, I 4th July, 1790. 


| THE Governor General lays before the Council a letter and the 
paper accompanying it, which he has received from Mr. Bebb. 


ee To the Right Hon. Earl Cornwallis, Governor General, &c. &c. 


% My Lord, 


* In conformity to your Lordſhip's inſtructions, I have the honor 
« of ſubmitting to you a liſt of the articles exporied from hence, 
« by ſea, to the Coaſts of Coromandel and Malabar; and of offering, 
« with great deference, conſiderations on the benefit which may 
accrue to theſe" provinces and to the Eaſt-India Company, by 
% aboliſhing the cuſtoms levied at Madras and Bombay, and the 
« places ſubordinate to them, upon articles imported into them 
« from Bengal. 2 * 
1 Wa 6] have the honor to be, &c. 

« Calcutta, [3832 2454 | | 
July 9, 1790. (Signed) © Joux BR EB.“ 


Encloſure. 


- The benefit a country derives from the exportation of its 
produce, eſpecially of its manufactured produce, is ſo evident, 
that it is ſuperfluous to expatiate upon it. It is alſo evident, that 
thoſe cuſtoms and duties which tend to check exportation, prevent 


4 this 
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this benefit: for which reaſon drawbacks are frequently allowed 
in Britain on articles that are ſubject to the exciſe duties.“ 


In addition to the general obligations due from every Government 
to its ſubjects, the permanent intereſt Great Britain has in theſe 
provinces, renders it incumbent upon this Government to ſtudy the 
promotion of their proſperity. 


Theſe general reflections, and the heavy Eſtabliſhments at Madras 
and Bombay, maintained in part at the former, and almoſt wholly 
at the latter place by this Government, render the conſideration 
of the exports to thoſe Preſidencies peculiarly proper, at a time 
when the neceſſity of ſending ſupplies to them i is greatly increaſed by 
the war in the South of India. 


It is evident, that the more the produce of Bengal be conſumed 
at thoſe Preſidencies, and the countries dependent upon, or adjacent 
to them, the eaſier can remittances be made from Bengal. 


If the value of the articles exported from hence to thoſe Preſiden- 
cies equalled the amount of the ſupplies the Government have 
occaſion to remit to them, and alſo the coſt of the returns that may be 
made by. any other mode than Government bills, the rate of exchange 
would fall in proportion to the profit of the export. Conſiderable 
profit would reduce the exchange much below par. By par is meant 
the relative value of the coins of the countries in queſtion, accord- 
ing to the quantity of pure metal they contain, ; 


12-9912) 23003 HA 
The CR Yo table hews the W & expart from Bengal - 
to Madras and Bombay, the cuſtoms they pay on their impartaion. 
into Calcutta from the country, the cuſtoms they pay at Madras and 
Bombay, the uſual and the preſent ſale price in Calcutta. 


* Vide-Wealth of Nations, book IV. chap. 4. Conſolidation A& „27 Geo, III. 
| The 


very little profit. 
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The material articles are Rice, Sugor, Row-Silk, and Silk Piece 
Goods. The two latter are faid to have, been very much leſſened ſince 
the Marattah war, and any of won * that time, to yield but 


Excluſive of the cuſtoms ſtated in the table, the lands which pro- 
duce the materials for theſe articles pay a. conſiderable revenue to 
this Government, eſpecially thoſe which yield Sugar and Mulberry. 
Theſe, in all places, pay double, triple, and in ſome even the quin- 
tuple of grain-lands. 


Some of the articles of export are peculiar to Bengal, — * are 
carried from other countries to Madras and Bombay, and rival 
thoſe of ** ate 

Among the articles thus rivalled, Sogar! is the ey valuable, It 
is an article of ſo much importance, that the extending the export 
of it is of ſufficient weight i in itſelf to merit conſideration, 


The Bombay market is ſupplied with Sugar from China, Manilla, 
and Batavia, as well as from Bengal; all that can be purchaſed at 
Batavia by the Bombay merchants is eagerly bought. The vending 
or procuring a cargo of Sugar is even conſidered as a ſort of favor 
conferred by the officers of the Dutch Government on the Bombay 
merchant, The Marattahs, the great conſumers of the Sugar im- 
ported into Bombay, are ſaid, however, to give a preference to 


| Bengal Sugar if it be of the ſame, or nearly of the ſame price, 


All goods (rice and proviſions excepted) pay fix per cent. duty on 
importation into Bombay ; and every thing, without exception, five 
per cent. on importation into Madras. It is probable, the exempt- 
ing Bengal articles from payment of theſe duties will conſiderably 
increaſe the conſumption of the whole of them, by rendering the 


pine eaker to the conſumer, and will certainly give thoſe articles, 
the 


* 
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the ſale of which is rivaled from other places, an advantage over 
the i anne from thoſe * 


This advantage will be more than the cuſtoms paid ®, ſince the 
conſumer muſt reimburſe to the retailer not only the increaſed value 
of the article, by the amount cuſtoms, but alſo the intereſt upon 
this amount, and the neceſſary profit upon the greater capital re- 
__ in conſequence of the cuſtoms, 


Tt may be objected by the Governments of Madras and Bombay, 
that their revenues, already too ſcanty for their expences, will be 
diminiſhed by this abolition of their cuſtoms, and that the diminu- 
tion muſt fall upon this Government. 


The objection is replied to as follows: 


That the benefit to Bengal, by far the moſt valuable and exten- 
ſive of all the European poſſeſſions in India, will more than com- 
penſate the immediate diminution of the Company's revenues at 
"Bombay and Madras; that, from the increaſe of exportation ex- 
pected from this meaſure, the increaſe of cuſtoms collected at Cal- 
cutta & will alone, it is probable, more than equal the diminution 
of cuſtoms at Bombay and Madras; that the balance of trade being 
more in favor of Bengal, the probable difference in the expence of 
remittance to Madras and Bombay will go far to . the loſs 
by the diminution of cuſtoms. 


Theſe ſeveral benefits do not, from their nature, admit of a con- 
jectural ſtatement being now formed with ſufficient accuracy to be 
ſet againſt the immediate loſs of cuſtoms at Madras and Bombay. 
Some time, perhaps a confiderable time, muſt elapſe ere they can 


* By this is meant the ſums really paid, for it is probable there is ſome finuggling. 


$ See what is ſubſequently ſaid of Calcutta cuſtoms, 
| b | be 
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be felt; but they will not be the leſs certain or ſolid. Be all this as 
it may, the increaſe of the proſperity of theſe provinces, by extend- 
ing the conſumption of their trade and manufactured produce, and 
the facilitating the means of remittance to Madras and Bombay, are 
the great ends propoſed, and in theſe views it appears adviſeable to 


adopt the meaſure. 


. | 

To aſcertain, however, the extent of the loſs, the Preſidencies of 
Madras and Bombay ſhould be deſired to ſtate the amount of the 
cuſtoms they have collected within theſe laſt three or five years, 
upon Bengal goods imported. If, as is hoped, the importation of 
Bengal goods ſhould increaſe, it would not be juſt to form an opinion 
of the loſs from an eſtimate upon the importation when increaſed. 


The cuſtoms levied at Calcutta on the importation of the articles 
from the country, have alſo a relation to the ſubject in queſtion ; but 
- theſe are ee a ſubject of ſeparate conſideration. 


It is propoſed, -that ;nftruQions ſhould be- ſent to Madras and 
Bombay, directing, that from and after the 
no cuſtoms ſhall be levied at thoſe places, or any Settlements or 
places ſubordinate to them, upon any articles whatſoever imported 
from Bengal; and that cuſtoms ſhall, as heretofore, be levied upon 
goods imported at Madras and Bombay from all other places. 


In order to prevent frauds by goods from other countries being 
landed free of cuſtoms under the name of Bengal goods, it is 
neceſſary the merchants ſhould regiſter, at the Calcutta Cuſtom- 
houſe, the quantities of goods they may ſend to Madras or Bombay, 
| or their Subordinates, and be furniſhed with a certificate from the 
Calcutta Cuſtom-maſter, ſignifying, that the goods have been duly 
ſhipped, and that, without producing ſuch 850 no goods be 
entitled to exemption of cuſtoms. 
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As a further check to abuſes, each certificate ſhould be limited 
to a certain reaſonable time for obtaining the exemption from 
cuſtoms. . Particular regulations, conformable to the ſpirit of theſe 
ſuggeſtions, ſhould be drawn up by the Cuſtom-maſter. 


Certificates may be furniſhed for articles exported from any of 
the Eaſtern rivers, by the Collectors of the diſtrict ; who ſhould 
tranſmit advice thereof to the Cuſtom-maſter in Calcutta. 


The Prefidencies of Madras and Bombay ſhould be requeſted to 
ſend inſtructions to the Chief or Reſident of each Subordinate under 
their reſpective authorities, not to permit any goods to be landed 
from any veſſel from Bengal, without payment of cuſtoms unleſs a 
certificate ſhould be duly produced; and that the Chief or Reſident 
be directed to certify, at the back of the certificate, the quantity of 
goods which have been landed free of cuſtoms. 


The Preſidencies of Madras and Bombay muſt be requeſted to 
propoſe .any other regulations which they may think expedient to 
prevent abuſe, and ſhould tranſmit. regular annual accounts of all 
Bengal goods which may be imported free of cuſtoms. 
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portation 


Cuſtoms paid on the Im 


at Madras. | 
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Agreed, That copies of theſe papers be ſent to Bombay with the 


following letter : 


66 
cc 


ce 


To the Honorable Colonel Abercromby, Governor in Council 
« at Bombay. 


« Honorable Sir, 


«© We have lately had before us ſome obſervations which have 


been drawn up by our Export Warehouſe-keeper, on the preſent 
ſlate of the export trade from Bengal to the Coaſts of Choromandel 
and Malabar; you will receive a copy of them encloſed, together 
with a liſt of exports to which the paper refers; and we beg leave 
to recommend them to your particular conſideration, that we may 
be favoured with your ſentiments on a propoſed meaſure highly 
intereſting to the commerce of this country, and holding forth con- 
ſiderable advantage to the Company in a reduction of the rates at 
which remittances are now made from hence to the Weſt of India. 
The meaſure we allude to is the abolition of all cuſtoms and duties 
whatſoever on ee l by ſea from e on, the Coat 
of Malabar. | h | 


« We are aware that a ſubje& of this importance, whether con- 
ſidered in a political or commercial view of it, and involving in it 
a reference to accounts for years paſt, will require time for diſ- 
cuſſion ; and, although we are ſolicitoys to be favqured with your 
opinions at large upon the whole of it, we are particularly ſo to 
receive them immediately upon that part which concerns the 
article of Sugars Manufactured in theſe Provinces; for we have 
reaſon to believe, that the encouragement recominended upon the 
import of this article at your Preſidency from Bengal, will be 
extremely beneficial to the trade of the country, and n 
to the induſtry of its inhabitants. 


« If your opinions ſhould favor the idea of aboliſhing the import 


duties on Bengal Sugar, we would recommend an advertiſment to 
0 % be 


—— 2 wo 
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cc be publiſhed at Bombay, declaring your reſolution to aboliſh the 
& cuſtoms upon it after a certain time, on the production of ſuch a 
« certificate as is propoſed' in the plan from the Cuſtom Maſter of 
& Calcutta, to ſhew that it has been manufactured in theſe Provinces. 
« But, if you ſhould entertain doubts of the propriety of the mea- 
& ſure, you will ſtate them to us as early as poſſible, that we may 
© paſs. our final deciſion; and, if we ſhould ſee reaſon to expect 
ce that any material advantage would ariſe from it, we ſhall after- 
& wards conſider whether it might not be adviſeable, as. at preſent 
« we think it would, to aboliſh the duty upon the import of this 
« article at Calcutta from the different parts of the country under 


— 


te our authority. | | | 72 


Fort William, c We have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
« 14th July, 1790. | ; 


. « CORNWALLIS. 
(Signed) « CHARLES STUART. 
PETER SPEKE.” 


Ordered, That the following Letter be writen to the Secretary 
at Fort Saint George. 


& To 


4A TT No. 2. 


& To C. R. White, Eſq. Secretary at Fort Saint George. 


* AM 
« I HAVE orders to tranſmit. to you a copy of a letter which has 
* been written to the Governor in Council at Bombay, encloſing 
e ſome obſervations drawn up by the Export Warehouſe-keeper at 
« chis preſidency, on the preſent ſtate of the Export Trade from Ben- 
« gal to the Coaſts of Coromandel and Malabar ; and encloſing a 
e lift of export to which the papers refers: you are deſired to ſubmit 


& the fame to the Governor in Council at Fort Saint George, whoſe 


cc opinion is particularly requeſted on the propoſed meaſure of abo- 
& liſhing all cuſtoms and duties whatſoever on articles imported by 
« ſea, from Bengal, on the Coaſt of Coromandel. 26654 


© The Governor General in Council underſtands, that Bengal 
« Sugars are not, at preſent, imported in confiderable quantities on 
&* that coaſt ; but as an abolition of the duties is likely to be pro- 
« duCtive of an increaſe of the demands for the articles from this. 
« country, he wiſhes to receive the ſentiments of the Madras Board: 
d upon this part of the general ſubject without delay. 


Fort William,. bf) «© J am, &c.“ 
24th July, 1790. , 


APPEN. 


* 
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Extract Bombay Revenue Conſultations, 16th 
Auguſt, 1790, 


READ the following letter and paper annexed, from the Goyer- 
nor General in Council, received this morning, which are ordered 
to lay over for confideration until the Members ſhall have deliberated, 
at leiſure, on the ſubje& upon which it treats, 


Here follow Mr. Bebb's letters and encloſure, 


Extract Bombay Revenue Conſultations, 2oth 
Auguſt 1790. 


HFaving re-peruſed the diſpatches from the Governor General in 
Council, received the 16th inſtant, it is agreed previous to 'our 
offering our ſentiments to his Lordſhip on the points referred to our 
conſideration, to furniſh the Gentlemen at Surat, and the Cuſtom 
Maſter, with copies of the papers, and to deſire they will take the 
opinions of the beſt informed perſons on the ſubject, and lay them 
before us. 


Reſolved, that the late advices from Surat lay over until we form 
a judgment on the points to which the preceding Reſolutions allude, 
as there is an intimate connection between them. 8 


Signed a letter to the Chief and Council at Surat, 


c To John Griffith, Eſq. Chief, &c. Council at Surat. 


« Gentlemen, 
« We encloſe for your notice, copies of ſundry papers received the 
ec other day from the Governor General in Council, and deſire you 
3 » Will 
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&* will give the ſubject on which they treat the moſt attentive con- 
« ſideration, and lay before us your ſentiments at large upon it. 
© We ſhall poſtpone the conſideration of your diſpatches of the 
& 71th, in this Department, until we receive your communication 
on the points now referred to you, with which the former are 


cc ** intimately connected. 
« Bombay Caſtle, « We remain, & 
Aug. 21, 1790. 


Extract Bombay Revenue b 
14th Sept. 1790. 


Read the following letter from the Bombay and Mahim Cuſtom- 
maſter. 


« To the Honourable Robert Adee e &c. Governor in 
« Council, 


th Honourable Sir, 

« We have been favoured with your commands of the 25th ult. 
« incloſing copies of a letter and papers referred to therein from 
ce the Supreme Government of Bengal. As the ſubje&t on which 
< you have been pleaſed to, require our opinions is of ſuch im- 
% portance as to demand our utmoſt attention, and on its inveſti- 
« cation will oblige us to ſeek for the compleateſt information 
* (a branch of which includes a reference to the Cuſtom-houſe books 
of former years) ſome time muſt unavoidably elapſe before we can 
„ communicate our ſentiments on every part of it. We, how- | 
« ever, beg leave, Sir, to ſubmit to you our opinion on the article 
of Sugar manufactured in Bengal; which opinion is ſtrengthened 
te by the acquieſcence of the principal Merchants of this place, 
©*« whom we conſulted on the occaſion, that the abolition of the 


import duty at this place on that commodity, muſt neceſſarily 
d , OCCa» 


—_—_ 


Oo 24 af; FY 
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— 


— 


{ 
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s occaſion an increaſed conſumption and if the intention of the 
40 Supreme Government ſhould be carried into execution, and the 

inland duty at Calcutta likewiſe be remitted, the Merchants will 
ee be enabled to bring the Bengal Sugars to the markets on this 
« fide of India with ſuch advantages as not only to. enſure them a 
te decided preference, but in a ſhort time entirely to exclude there- 
&« from the Sugars of Batavia and China. The benefits reſulting to 
« the Bengal Provinces from the increaſed cultivation of an article 
1 ſo highly productive to their revenue, aſſiſting by its exportation 
to lower the rates of remittances, and affording employment to 
« the ſhipping of India in a profitable branch of commerce, by a 
« ſhort navigation between our own ſettlements, inſtead of a eir- 
te cuitous rout to foreign ports, will, we apprehend, amply com- 
« penſate for the diminution of revenue by the loſs of. cuſtoms, 
t which ſuppoſing the Bengal Sugars to exclude their rival manu- 
« factures, will be fix per cent, on nearly the whole import of 
t Sugar here, amounting, on an average of five years, to 26,000 
« rupees per annum, excluſive of the amount of cuſtoms collected 
* on this article at Surat. We do not, however, ſuppoſe that the 
& loſs of cuſtoms will be perpetual ; but are of opinion, that after 
te the Bengal Sugars ſhall have acquired that aſcendency over their 
« rivals, as to drive them from the markets, a moderate duty may 
<« be collected, either on its exportation from Calcutta or importa- 
ic tion here, without a riſque of the trade's reverting to its former 
channels. On the whole, we conceive the meaſure of aboliſhing 
« all duties on Sugar manufactured in Bengal fo replete with ad- 
« yantages, that the amount of cuſtoms which will be loſt in con- 
« ſequence cannot be put in competition with them; but, at any 

<« rate, we preſume, the experiment may be made without a danger 
4 * of any bad conſequences reſulting from it. | 

We are, &c, 

% Bombay, e WM., LEWIS. 

10 Izth Sept. 1790. | 1. STEVENS.” 


We 
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We perfectly coincide in opinion with the Revenue Officers ſub- 
mitted in the above, that the abolition of the Import Duties, on 
Bengal Sugars, would be attended with conſiderable public advan- 
tages. It is therefore agreed, to adopt the meaſure recommended, 
allowing until the 1ſt of September next for the dune of Batavia 


and China _ to bon of their cargoes. 


| © Read the following letter from the Chief and Council at Surat, 
with an encloſure received the 6th. 3 | | 


* To the Honourable Robert Abirclainby, &c, Governor in 
« Council. 


"WE Honourable Sir, 


% Having attentively confdergd the ſubject of the N papers 
« received from the Governor General in Council, and referred to us 
« in your letter of the a iſt ule; we now'incloſe copy of a Minute the 
Chief yeſterday laid before us, which having been Unanimouſly 
« concurred, in, conveys our ſentiments; on tis plan propoſed. 
| * We have the honour, &c. 


orm GRIFFITH. 


« Surat Revenue Department, .. gps J. WARDEN, 
3ſt Sept. 1190. 215 SPENCER. 
. 66 RAN.” 


— 


Copy of the Chief's Minute in Council. 


In obedience to the orders of our Superiors of the 2 iſt inſlant, 
the Chief lays before the Board his ſentiments on the ſubject referred 
from Bengal, which being ſo intimately connected with his Minute 
of 5th July, we will firſt quote ſuch parts as immediately apply 
to ĩt, and the Surat Cuſtom-maſter's Report in corroboration of the 
poſitions laid down in that Minute. | 


8 | TREO : The 
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The Chief is firmly of opinion, that if the traders in Bengal Raw- 
Silk and Piece: Goods are made to pay the full Cuſtoms of fix per 


cent. it will amount to a 4 8d ee 


| Before the wood of 1765, when Lord Clive obtained * * 
Mogul Shah Allum, a grant of the Dewannee, or Adminiſtration of 


the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, great quantities of Bengal 


goods, particularly Raw-Silk, were imported at Bombay and Surat, 


on which the Merchants acquired ſuch a profit, that they were not 
only able to pay the duties of ſix per cent. but were glad to take 
Company's bills on Bengal, at the exchange of 116 Bombay or Surat 


rupees for 100 mix'd Siccas. But, after the Company began to remit 
the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, to England, in Raw-Silk | 
and Piece Goods, the prices of theſe articles roſe ſo high, that the 
importation of them to the Weſtern ports of India gradually de- 
creaſed; and it will appear on a reference to the Cuſtom-houſe 
books at Bombay and Surat, that little or no duties have been col- 
lected on the above articles for ſeveral years paſt; and it is worthy 
of remark, that, in proportion to the decreaſe of the importation of 
them, the exchange on Bengal bills roſe againſt the Company. The 
Chief finds that the natives, here called Shroffs, were originally dealers 
in Raw-Silk and Piece Goods; and, as a ſhip of ſmall burthen then 
could bring in theſe rich articles to the value of two or three lacs, and 
carry baek only a tenth part of the proceeds in Cotton (the only article 
of return) the Merchants had no alternative left them of remitting 


the overplus but in bills of exchange; this induced them to take up 


the profeſſion of Shroffs, being ſo mae connected with that of 
Silk Merchants. | 


The Chief therefore propoſes to recommend to the conſideration 
of our Superiors, the expediency of collecting only three per cent. 
duties on Bengal Raw-Silk and Piece Goods, imported at Bombay 
and Surat, to be charged agreeably to the valuation ſpecified in the 
Bengal Rowannahs or Cuſtom-houſe paſſes, on which the export 
duties 


duties are levied at Calcutta. This reduction, the Chief is per- 


AR 


No. 


3. 


ſuaded, will tend to inereaſe the Company's cuſtoms, as well as 
enable the Shroffs to ſupply Government with money on more fa- 
vourable terms than they can at preſent z an object at all times of great 
importance to the Company, but more particularly ſo in time of war. 


The Surat Cuſtom Maſter's report alluded to above. 


Abſtract of Bengal Raw-Silk and Piece Goods imported 


at the Latty, from the Year 1765. 


— 


hs 


Years. 


1764-5 
1765-6 
27007 
188 

768-9 


1769-70 


1770 


1771-2 


1772-3 
1773-4 
1774-5 
1775-6 
1776-7 
1777-8 


1778 
1779-0 
1780-1 | 


1781-2 


1782-3 
1783-4 
1785-6 


1786-7 


. 


1788˙9 


| 


No. 
of Quality, 
Bales. 
194 Raw-Silk and Piece Goods 
74 Ditto — Ditto 
70 | Ditto — Ditto 
156 | Ditto — Ditto 
204 | Ditto — Ditto 
176 | Ditto — Ditto 
38 | Ditto — Ditto "ws. AS. 
105 | Ditto — Ditto — 
27 Ditto — Ditto 
29 ] Ditto — Ditto 
3 Ditto — Ditto 
6 | Ditto — Ditto 
53 Ditto — Ditto 
30 | Ditto — Ditto 
9 Ditto — Ditto 
36 | Ditto — Ditto 
9 | Ditto — Ditto 
360 | Ditto — Ditto 
28 | Ditto — Ditto, 3 per Cent. 
77 | Ditto — Ditto, Ditto 
24 | Ditto — Ditto, Ditto 
21 | Ditto — Ditto 
27 | Ditto — Ditto, 3 per Cent. 
5 Ditto — Ditto 
1 Ditto — Ditto, 3 per en 
5 | Ditto _—_ Ditto 
(Signed) 


th. 


——— 4 Cuſtoms. 
upees qr. r. Rupees qr. r. 
. 
257,660 1 74,459 — 8 
| 70,040 2 44] 44598 1 74 
12712 2 24] 7,842 3 1 
166,237 2 o1]10,016 1 = 
[319,177 — 378,610 2 60 
252799 1 7ſrg,227 1 
42,735 2 58} 2,504 — 43 
63,01 x 60 3,789 2 72 
34,160 — 50] 2,046 — 
10,799. 3 20 11907 3 95 
27,492 — — 12037 2 .8 
„ ac] 3,734 2 40 
55˙36 93] 3.322 — 49 
27,941 — I 1,064 1 64 
HIS 14 2 80 
p 31,000 — — I, — an 
9531 2 — 571 3 56 
35584 2 — 2,135 — 28 
37,295 — — 1,118 3 20 
92,806 ᷣ 3 — 781 — 8 
1 e 
| 14.466 — — 867 3 84 
20,573 3 50] 6217 — 26 
3,693 — — ][ 221 2 32 
2,233 — I 66 3 96 
3,120 — —| 187 — 80 


J. SPENCER, Latty Maſter. 


By 


d r . 'g- 


By the above extracts it will appear, that the Chief has before 
attentively conſidered the ſubject, the difference between his pro- 
poſal and that from the Bengal Export Warehouſe-keeper being the 
reduction of the cuſtoms inſtead of a total abolition; but, as the 
Warchouſe-keeper very juſtly obſerves, the more the produce of Ben- 
gal be conſumed here, the eaſter can remittances be made from 
Bengal: the Chief gives a decided preference in favour of an abolition. 
of all cuſtoms and duties whatſoever on articles imported by ſea | 
from Bengal. On a reference to the Cuſtom Maſter's Report above, 

it is evident little or nothing can be loſt by the experiment; but 
even admitting that it conſi LE lefſ-ned our receipt of cuſtoms, 
it would be no object compared with the reducing. the exchange on 
remittances ; beſides, all partial and local conſiderations ought ever 
to give way to the general ſyſtem. | | 


T he encouragement of the importation of Bengal Sugars at Surat 
cannot fail to be attended with conſiderable — to the Com- 
pany, by enabling us to underſel our rivals the Dutch, which will 
oblige them to reduce their inveſtments of Piece Goods for Europe. 
As it will be very difficult to prevent frauds in the importation of 
this artiele, the Chief begs, in addition to the regulations pro- 
poſed by the Bengal Warchouſe-keeper, to ſuggeſt the expediency of 
obliging the Commanders of ſhips from Bengal to give in a Manifeſt 


of their cargoes upon oath, 


The Chief humbly ſubmits to the catifideration of his Superiors,. 
the juſtice and propriety of allowing a proper time for the Owners. 
of China ſhips to diſpoſe of their Sugars that may be imported 
from China the enſuing ſeaſon, before the cuſtoms on Bengal Sugars. 


be taken off. 


Upon a mature conſideration of the ſubject, the Chief begs. to. | 


offer it as his opinion, that the abolition of all cuſtoms and duties 
wWuhatſoever 
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whatſoever on articles imported by ſea from Bengal, will PE 


the manufactures, give employment to the ſhipping, and turn 


# 


the exchange on remittances to this Preſidency in favour of the 
Company. 26 79 | 
Surat, . (Signed) JOHN GRIFFITH. 
31ſt Aug. 1790. | ; e 
Reſolved, That the Revenue ſubject, ſubmitted in the Surat ad- 
vices of the 1ſt inſtant, lay over until we receive the ſentiments of 


the Bombay and Mahim Cuſtom-maſters on the other points of 
the Supreme Government's reference to us; and, in the mean-time,, 


the Chief and Council will be inſtructed to let the duties now ex- 


acted remain at preſent i in force. | 
2 1 to the Gonerncn General in C and Chief and 
Council at Soros as follows: ö 


«< To Earl Cornwallis, K. G. Governor General, ke &c. &c.. 
«© My Lord, 


« We have been honoured Whey your ar Lordthip's letter of the- 
« 14th July, and have given that attentive conſideration to its 
contents which the ſubject of it exacts. Having conſulted with 
* the Company's Officers of Revenue here and at Surat, and taken 
© the opinions of Merchants moſt converſant. on the ſubject, we 
ce have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to expect, that very eſſential benefits 
vill reſult from the meaſure ſuggeſted to your Lordſhip of taking 
off the import duties on Sugars manufactured in the Bengal 
& Provinces, and ſhall accordingly adopt it; allowing, however, agree- 
« ably to your Lordſhip's recommendation, a reaſonable time (un- 
« til the iſt September next) for the Merchants to diſpoſe of the 
“China or Batavia cargoes they may have engaged for. 


4 « The 
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. * The other part of your Lordſhip's letter ſhall beſpeak our at- 
« tention, diſcuſſion and reply, as ſoon as we are poſſeſſed of ma- 
« terials he rcon to form our judgment. 


4 We have the honour to be, 


Bombay Caſtſe, (signed) © R. ABERCROMBY, 
« 15th Sept. 1790. „ &c. Council.“ 


& John Griffith, Eſquire, Chief, &c. Surat. 


& Gentlemen, 


cc We think proper to ſuſpend, for the preſent, our deciſion on the 
<« points ſubmitted to us in your advices of the 11th ult. and 1ſt inſt, 
tt except on that relative to the abolition of the import duties on 
c“ Sugars manufactured in the Bengal Provinces. Conceiving that the 
& meaſure will be attended with very eſſential advantages, we have 
& reſolved to adopt it, as you will obſerve by the incloſed advertiſe- 
c ment, which you will be pleaſed to make publick. 


« We remain, &c. 


« Bombay Caſtle, te R. ABERCROMBY, 
© 15th Sept. 1790. & c. Council.“ 


Extract Bombay Revenue Conſultations, 
2d Nov. 1790. 


Read the following letter from the Cuſtom- maſter, with a ſtate- 
ment encloſed, copy of which muſt be ſent to Bengal for the in- 
formation of the Governor General in Council. 


William 


LE 
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« William Page, 0 rr 
ce 8 I R, 0 100 n 
Having prepared the ſtatement 67 duties collected on Sugars, &c. 
<< required by the Honourable the Governor General, I encloſe the 
ce ſame to you, that it may be tranſmitted to his Lordſhip. As not 
© any duties are collected here on Sugars, Rum, or Arrack when ex- 
* ported, this ſtatement only contains what is. <olletted on the im- 
por tation. | . 
"i 


4e 1 remain, Sir, 


cc Your moſt -obedient ſervant, 


. * 


*« Bombay Cuſtom-Houſe, "« Wn. LEWIS, 
< xt Nov. 1790. | « Cuſtom-Maſter.” 
* 
fi : Intl AAA 1 
* | 
: * x ” is | 
L | 
'F 1 6 
Ivy N | J = 
f . BOMBAY, 


0 ka 


AP PEN DI X. No. g. 


B O M B A L. 


A Statement of he Average Receipts for one year; of the Duties 
collected in five years on Sugars of whatſoever kind; alſo. on 
Rum and Arrack, diſtinguiſhing thoſe of Bengal from the ſame 
article imported, from other places. 


Rs. qr. r. 
Svcar, Bengal - - 2686 3 4 
| cr Chin |. TE” 3746 2 16 
Batavia 7996 1 20 
Baſſur - - 983 3 16 
Mauritius - | - 506 2. 8 | 
_ Liſbon + - $549. 8 o 16 l 
Marſeilles - | — 64 2 96 Rs. qr. r. 
| 18064 2 76: 
Run. Bengal 0 - 83 o 64 
Europe — 166 2 © 
Brazil - * 7A © 
French - - 104 o 16 { 
| - — 361 © 8 
ARRAck. Bengal "_ 60 © o 
Batavia - - 667 1 76 
Goa - 213 3 92 
> Columba © - 74 © 16 „ 
* hs | 
1013 1 84 
Total amount for one year, Rs. 19439 1 40 
Bombay Cuſtom-houſe, (Signed) WX. LEWIS, 
iſt Nov. 1790, Cuſtom-Maſter, 


Extract 


APPENDIX No. 4. 


. 


Extract of Bengal Commercial Conſultations, the: 
17th. November, 1790. 


Extract of Letter from the Preſident: and Council at Fort Saint. 
George, to the Governor General, dated 25th Oct. 1790. 


We have the honor to tranſmit you extracts of letters from the 
Board of Trade here, under date 27th ultimo, and 24th inſtant, 
with copies of ſeveral accounts ſtating the quantity of Sugar, Sugar- 
candy, and Jaggery, imported at Madras from Bengal and other 
places for the laſt five years, wich the rate and amount of duties col. 
lected on thoſe articles.. | 


It appearing that the Board of Trade were deſired, on receipt of 
your Secretary's letter of July, to furniſh with as little delay as. 
| Poſſible, the general accounts of duties collected on imports. from 
/ Bengal we have judged. it. neceſſary to. expreſs our ſurprize to 
them on the occaſion, and to deſire they will explain to us the cauſes 
of ſuch apparent neglect. 


On being furniſhed with thoſe ſtatements, we ſhall have. the- 


honor of communicating them to your Lordſhip, with-our opinion 
on the ſubject. 


In the mean time your Lordſhip will perceive that the duty 
collected on the article of Sugar is but inconſiderable, and, in the 
preſent ſtate of the trade, it could be attended with no material di-. 
minution of revenue, if all the cuſtoms were to be aboliſhed" on 
the imports from Bengal, except on-the article of Rice, 


Extract 


ArPENDI X. No. 4 


Extract of a Letter from the Board of Trade, 
dated 27th September, 1790. 


We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Secre- 
tary's letter of the 14th ult. tranſmitting copy of letter from the 
Secretary at Bengal of the 14th July, with copies of the papers that 
accompanied it; we immediately iſſued the neceſſary orders to the 
'Subordinates to furniſh us with a particular account of articles im- 
ported at each place reſpectively for the laſt five years, the produce 
and manufacture of Bengal, and the duties collected thereon; and 
we directed the Sea Cuſtomer to prepare a ſimilar account of the im- 
ports at Madras; but as the Supreme Government had expreſſed a 
deſire to have the moſt early information reſpecting the imports of 
Sugars, and the amount of duties accruing from them, we inſtructed 
the Sea Cuſtomer to furniſh it as ſoon as poſſible, ſtating alſo the 
quantities of Sugar- candy and Jaggery upported for the ſame period. 


"Theſe Accounts we have now the honour of laying before you, 
with an Abſtract of the whole, by which it appears the duties col- 
lected on the articles of Moiſt Sugar, Sugar-candy, and Jaggery, 
for the laſt five years, amount to the ſum of 2977 4 46 Pagodas. 


The propoſed abolition of the duties upon Bengal Sugar, im- 
ported at Madras, will be attended with a very inconſiderable loſs 
to the Revenue; but how far the views of the Supreme Govern- 
ment of increaſing the exportation from Calcutta may be promoted 
by it, we cannot take upon ourſelves to determine. 


Our duty, at the ſame time, leads us to ſubmit to your conſide- 
ration the expediency of aboliſhing the duties on Sugars and Jag- 
gery the produce of our Subordinates on the Coaſt; at ſome of 
them the manufaCture is much improved, and, we humbly conceive, 
merits public encouragement. 


a | As 


A PP E N DI X. No, 4. 


As ſoon as we are furniſhed with the Account of Ienports of other 

articles from Bengal at Madras and the Subordinates, we ſhall do 

ourſelves the honour of laying it before you, with ſuch obſervations 
as may occur to us. | 

(signed) ROBr, CLERK, .... 

| Deputy Secretary Accountant, 


| Extract of a Letter from che Board of Trade, 
* 24th e 1790. 


We have bad the TID! to en the receipt of your 

Secretary's letters of the 2d and gth ult. and 1ſt inſt, We immediately 
defired the Sea Cuſtomer to loſe no time in furniſhing us with the 
neceflary information of the duties collected within the laft five 
years on Bengal Rum and Arrack, and at the ſame time requeſting 
him to be as expeditions as poſſible in forwarding to us the ge- 
neral Account of duties collected at this place, on the articles 
Rated in Mr. Secretary White's letter of the 14th Auguſt laſt, 


f 


1 


A P'P.EN DD F.X; © No. 4 
FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


- Account of the Quantity of Sugar imported at this Port, from 
Ports and Places on the Coaſts Bengal, Manilla, China, and 


Batavia, from the Year "oy 5 to 1789. 


1 — 


; | | + Duty The. Amount 
' The Port where ſhipped-] Quantity. | a #7 ua a of the Duty 
| | © phng levied upon. 
| is a. Sandy. NM. Ib. Page. Fs. Pags. Pags. Fs. C. 
4 1785 Bengal 5 — — 40 — 5 2 —— 
b Bombay - - 327 17 7] 4,484 25| — | 224 8 36 
| Mocha = = <<, 2 10 — 29 264 — I 17 40 
x 335 7 7] 44554 15] — | 227 25 76 
fl — 4 — 21 —ñj—— - ww 
{ 3 i 
156 Bengal! 43 8 21} 632 23 531 22 60 
| Maanilla . -  - - I2 — — 156 —| — 7 28. 64 
China 200 — —| 2,000 —| — | 100 — — 
. Batavia - - - | 40 5 — 483 —| — 24 5 32 
þ eee 78 Ot; $3 23 $6 / 
[ Ganjam 9 ,  0* — 13 7 6 237 =» — 11 76 
Nagore [2 8 22 34 81 — I 25 48 
| | Sumaporam 1. 2 — 13 7 — — 23 60 
j $ Pondicherry - - | 13 14 20 291 —| — | 14 19 64 
Porto Nova L102 23 31 — 1 6 76 
Peu - | 18 18 7 189 5 — 9 16 36 
344 8 11] 3,902 31| — | 195 5 12 | 
1787 Bengal. - | 246 12 21] 3,528 21] — | 176 15 36 
Batavia [161 1 11} 2,410 25 — | 120 19 20 
Bencoolen | = = 3 18 44 46 32] — 2.18 32 
Bombay 1 92 5s| — 4 21 68 
Anjengo - | 208 1 18| 2,481 28] — | 124 3 16 
Coringa - - - | 1 18'10 13 16] — | — 24 16 
Mocha 1 — — 17 —| — | — 30 48 
Sumaporam += » 4- 0. 83 81 11] — 4 2 28 
Monſoorcotta = — 5 22 3 20] — | — 6 32 
Pondy - [2 13 23 32 13] — 1 22 20 
Pulicat - - 302 5 5 4,064 20 — | 203 8 16 
939 15 — 11] — | 638 22 12 


Ys R's , : 2 JOEY The Amount 
The Port where ſhipped. Quantity, Valuation. | „hat] of the Duty 
i Rate. | levied upon. 
MTs cog Candy. M. Ib.] Pags. Fs. Pags.] Pags. Fs. 
1788 Bengal - - [238 8 14] 2,964 15] 5 | 148 7 76 
Bombay - - - | 5 2 3 92 5 — 4 21 68 
Ganjam + +<,-| — 9 2 4 27] —| — 8 44 
'Pandarty + - | 15 6 gf 214 16] — |. 10 26 — 
259 6 3 3-275 27] — | 163 28 28 
1789 Bengal 272 19 —| 2,855 29 5 | 14z 28 36 
Mocha 3 — — 27 —| — I 12 48 
Manilla -. - = 69 4 15] 900 —=| — | 45 — — 
Sumaporan += = 1— — I7 —| — | — 30 48 
Pulicat - | 35 12 3] 356 2g} — | 17 28 76 
| 381 15 18] 4,155 32] — | 207 28 48 
{ | Valuation. Cuſtoms.. 

Candies, M. Ib.] Pags. F.] Pags, F. C. 

1787 - 335 3 7] 4554 15] 227 25 76. 

1786 - 344 I1| 3,902. 31] 195 5 12. 

r787 939 15 312,772 11] 638 22 12 

1788 - 259 6 3 3,275 27] 163 28 28 

r789 - 381 15 18| 4,155 32] 207 28 48 

2260 12 L 8,433 2 16. 


(Signed) J. CALL, Sea Cuſtom Maſter. 


AccounT 
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No. 


4. 


FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


Accovxrt of the Quantity of Sugar-candy imported at this Port, 
from Ports and Places on this Coaſt, Bengal, Manilla, China, 
and Batavia, from the Year 1785 to 1789. 


* ä Ou The Amount 

The Port where ſhipped. Quantity. Valuation. 2D of the Duty 

2 1 7 N levied upon. 
| ba . Candy. N. Ib. Pags. Fs. Pags.| Pags. Fs. C. 

1785 China 85 10 —| 1,828 14|Jat5 | 91 15 8 
„ 1 43 43 18 — — 32 32 
- 86 13 3] 1,846 14. | 92 11 40 
1786 Bengal 549 12" 47 1H 4 1,195 — 5 59 27 — 
China 60 9 — 1,156 21 78 11 68 
Batavia 13 5 — 265 — 13 9 — 
120 14 — 3,026 21 151 11 58 
1787 Bengal — 100 Io — 2,440 22 5 122 1 8 
ina 186 2 — 5,143 27 257 6 60 
Bencoolen - = 4 — —| 100 — 3 _— 
Columbo <-' 15 13 7| 360 25 18 1 20 
| 306 3 7| 8,045 2 402 9 8 
n = =}. 226.—| £-| 18 297 — 
hina - - '- 33 10 —} 2, F50' — 72 18 — 

Batavia 53 4 — 985 27 23] 49 10 28 
Negapatan nin 6 10 — 180 — 9 — — 

128 4 —| 2,990 27 149 19 28 
L 1789 Bengal! 3 — — 8 — 5 4 — — 
| China = - 206 5 — 5,769 — 288 16 15 
I Batavia 110 16 15| 2,031 4 IOI 20 — 
4 | | Tranquebar - + 7 0 16] 176 2 8 28 72 
| | | Nagore - » = 28 17 16] 487 23 24 13 60 
| . Pulicat - - = 46 16 9 936 13 46 29 36 
4 2 8 9,480 6| | 474 — 24 


— 


—— nd AN 867 — 
12 = 9 »Þ» 


— 


e 


— — — — 


' 
dd 


—— 


— 


P'?P ENG UxX Ine 4 
NN 


The Amount 


— 2,990. 27. 
9, 0 — 6; 


— — 


'2 » dadlibild ybou't 


CHASE, Secretary. 


8907334334 . 
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Aeccopur di che Quantity of 1 imported at this Place, from 
" Feen 'Places,” mob rate! 170 5 to 1789. 
5 — 2 Fa 922310 | F 


. Pare 75 UU ao. end 
r 4 — ED 
5 Cocin T7 | a M. ib. Pag. a 
1 755 4 14 1 32 
Pp Cprings - k £30 ot! 1 —— 5 | 
3 e * 12 23] 23 30 
Rameapatam '|- -| 2 3 3] 25 32 | l | 
Advampatan 8 10 —-| 6 
| Poody Nen - |. 4 12] 19 | 
9 155 * Na — 2 COCELANSY | 
1 20 14 13 160 31 - 
5 #786 PU WY - » 2 1 12 — 
— „ 13 4 
Checkercottah - 7 ——1 42 — 
- Pondicherry - - | 18 2 5] yo8 26 
Jagannadapoor | 46 17 10 328 — 
1... #J. ---* ®Ff'. 503 30 
r 5 f 
2787 Barvah - - +438 0:08 1.96 BF 4.29 '8 
Ganjam - » » | 46 13 11 2,693 5 | 134 23 52 
Pentacottah - - | — 17 18 5 111 — 9 44 
Soeornapoor - 135 7 18] 750 7 | 37 18 28 
' Monſoorcottah - | 8 2 17 38 33 | 134 4 
Pondicherry - + ©: 10 5 19 — 976 
Bengal - - - — 17 4 4 11 — 760 
Poondy - 3 4 16 16 6 | — 29 8 
Colingapatam - | 4 2 10 20 22 ©: i 
 Coringa - = - 12 16 15 64 5 3 7 36 
635 3 23| 2,623 13 181 6 4 
| 1788. 


2 11 


"of | p : 


APP ENDL „ 
1 2 r l 2 8 . nne 
The Port where ſhipped} Ges Far an" 

e : « t& ; 

CTR Wh 24 | | A levicd upon. 
Tea I d. Te F. C. 
1788 Colingapatam 16 10 14 at 1 2 34 12 

Soorna | 14 6 —-| 61 17] 1 2 $2 
Monſoorcottah S 2 61.8 270 1 6 60 
Ganjam 9 9 4] Keel 
Corin 3 —13] yay | — 4 4 
| Barvah | 13 12 [ 59 5s] {| 2 34 36 
* Poondy . =, - 2 6 6] 9 9 \ | — 16 52 
Wootcoor - r j —,0 

a 12" 7] 137 23 6 31 60 

3 6 2 53 35 2 25 12 
178 14 57] 887 3 4 1260 
| 2 1 1 ha . 
1989 Bengal + » 31 11 22] 233 23] 5 [ 11 24 44 
Soornapoor + 2 118 10 16 4-280 21 be 
Kiſtnapatam + 26 5*20] 65 27 3 10 28 
| Poondy + - 2 3 381 1 33 — 20 36 
| 62 2 18] 321 6] | 16 2 8 

| | | 

1785 „ 20 14 13] 161 31 8 3 28 

1786 - - - | 77 2 23] 503 3% | 25" 72 

1787 - - =. | 635. 3 23] 3,623 1314 | 181 6 4 

1789 1 - [| 178 14 17] 887 3 44 12 60 

1789 - »- = 62 '2 18] 32x 6 16 2 8 

973 28 19] 5-497 21þ.,.+. 1 274 32 12 


A true Copy. THO*. CHASE, Secretary. 


ROF. CLERK, Deputy Secretary. 
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E Arr ENI. X. 


No. 4. 


Aseraser of the A of Duties collected on Suga, Sugar-candy, and 
Jaggery, imported at Fox Sr. GeonGE , um 9 MAN1LLA, &C. from 


4 Vear 1785 to 1789. 


, ' * 
= | 52 n 7 —| The Amount 
| 1 | f 3 cs Valuation. — | of * Sho | 
A ov: & | levied upon, 
 Aibiint of Sugar imported at Four 8. GEORGE. won _— 4 —— 
; Candy ; Bide. .,i- Pegs. F. Pags. Pages Ex C. 
Bengal, Manilla, &c. — = | 226 12 17 28661 8|at 5 per Ct. 1432 2 16 
D. of Sugfr-candy | - 1044 16 12125388 34 Do. 269 16 18 
x 8 of Jaggery | 7 273 18 19 5497 11] Do. | 274 31 12 
1% 7. f 4279 8 %s, f 8 49% 4 46 
< > 8 154 * . 1 = — . — — | * * ** 3 
* | N (signed) TO. CHASE, Scetetary. 
, — | | i * | 
* 5 5 | | Are. cen, Foe 
5 | © «& 5 5 | | | 
i Ges). * a CLERK, bbs Sectetary. 
| 21 Ge aIB1 48 s | Exirat 


AP PE N D I::%;, No- 5. 


17th Dec. 1790. 
T To John White, Eſquire, Sub Secretary. 
«$1R, | 


« In compliance with your requifition of the 8th September 
<< 1790, I herewith tranſmit an Account, exhibiting the particulars 
e and medium of the duties collected during the laſt five years 
«© upon Sugar and Jaggery exported from Benares to the Com- 
0 pany's Provinces, ſuch medium . 242 11645. 15. 15 


86 ** 


56 In this lift I have admitted of the inſertion of two . prepara» 
tions of conſerve of roſes, becauſe Sugar enters materially into 
< their compoſition. But, ſhould this not appear a ſufficient reaſon, 
e their having a place cannot at all events prove material, as the 
ce five years medium of that part of the duty will not amount to 
« five Rupees. 


remain, & 


Benares, (Signed) 1 JONATHAN DUNCAN, 
21ſt Oct. 1790. 4 „ Reſident.” 
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AP PEN DI X, No. 5. 


B E N A 


RE 8. 


TRANSLATION of Account of Su . Jaggery, and other Species of 
Sugar, produced in the Diſtrict of BExARES, and exported to Bengal 
— Behar in different Years, as follows, viz. 


Names of the Articles. 


| 


| In 1192 Fuſſily. 


Weight. 

Sagen &c...vig Ms. 8. C. 
(Shukur) or Khand -—- += =» 596 10 — 
Cay or White Sugar > + — 18 
oofee, or Molaſſes - - 557 30 — 
aggery (Kund ſeah) or Belles or * 790 10 — 
Sugar-candy (Mifree) - — 


Ditto Turry, called in Hindoſtan (Rual) 
Chootah, or a Species of Molaſſes 
Goolkund, Conſerve of Roſes, being a Com- 
poſition of Sugar Roſes 
Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of- the 
fame Materials 
Ollah, Sugar Balls made of Ch or 
White Sugar 


Total of Sugar, &c. 


. 


Names of the Titles 


il 
2. 


| 


- 


Þ 


Price. 


R. C. P. 


2138 — — 


2 — 
2 — 


| 31800 
839 


2573 
4 8 — 


3 


Sugar, &c. vis. 


Sugar (Shukur) or Khand 
Chinny, or White Sugar 
Josſee, or Molaſſes 
Jaggery mg ſeah) or Bellee or Goor 
Sugar-candy (Miſree) 


Ditto Turry, called in . (Rual) | 


Cbootah, or a Species of Molafſes - 

; Goolkund, Candies of Roſes, en 
poſition of Sugar Roſes 

Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the 
ſame Materials 

Ollah, Sugar Balls mids - Chinny or 
White Sugar 


J 


Total of Sugar, &c. 


6406 32 936346 5 31817 5 — 
— — | , ED 
In 1193 Fuſſily. 
Weight. Price. Duty.) 
Mds. . C.] R. A. P.] R. A. G. 
916 35 — 3208 14 — 160 7 6 
11297 198] 78953 4 3947 10 10 
1015 17 8] 2687 13 9134 6 5 
8 30 — 130 — — 6 82 
2 — — 5 — — — 4— 
3213 17 80 5409 3 — 270 7 10 
p 
| at 5 per Ca 
| 16434 34 8 90394 2 90619 11 10 


APP E N DI X, 


Names of the Articles. 


No. 


Sugar, &c. viz. 


Sugar (Shukur or Khand) 
Chinny, or White Sugar 
Jager or Molaſſes 


aggery (Kund ſeah) or Bellee or Goor 
ugar-candy (Miſree) = 
Ditto Turry, called in Hindoſtan, Rual 
Chootah (a Species of Molaſſes) 
Goolkund (Conſerve of Roſes) being a 
a Compoſition of Sugar and Roſes 
Godichilares, a Drink made out of the 
ſame Materials 
Ollah, Sugar Balls, made of Chinny 
or White Sugar | 


Total of Sugar, &c. 


Names of the Articles. 


| 
; 


Sugar, &c. viz. 


Sugar (Shukur or Khand) 
Chinny, or White Sugar 
ooſee, or Molaſſes 
2 (Kund ſeah) or Bellee or Goor 
dugar-candy (Mifree) 
Ditto Turry, called in Hindoſtan, Rual 
Chootah (a Species of Molaſſes) 
Goolkund (Conſerve of Roſes) being a 
Compoſition of Sugar and Roſes 
Goolchukeree, a Drink made out of the 
- ſame Materials 
Ollah, - Sugar Balls, made of ens 
or White Sugar 


— : — 
: 


Total of Sugar, &c. 


1 


CO 

| In 1194 Fuſſily. 

Weight. Price. Duty. 
Mds. 8. C.“ Re. A. P.] Rs. A. G. 

143 17 8 10087 8 504 8 10 
3844 30 — 255141. 6 — 12758 9 5 

161 10 — . 7112 12 — 11 
; — 160 — — . pa — 
5012 30 — 751410 —| 378 1 5 

2 14 6 23 10 — I 3 — 

1 — — I0 — — — 8 — 

1 go — 7 8 — — 6 — 

47772 12 — 280119 6 —| 14007 9 1 
| In 1195 Fufſily. 

Weight. Price. | Duty. 
Mds. 8. C Rs. A P.] Rs. A. G. 
4692 26 12 13319 12 666 — 17 
53024 20 8 342139 13 17107 2 7 
12887 12 8] 23398 4 1169 15 

27 1 4 496 24 13 

3 7 80 100 8 
1571 39 14] 12733 2 \ 636-48 wo. 
13 16 TH 136 7 — . 613 5 
$ Fe 
1 34 — 19 12 — —_— I 
| 86416 23 6| 392374 3 419619 — 12 


my 


——— —ů— 
k * 


- 


> - 


„Ar KE N-D-:41 K. hs . 


0 _ 


1 


f . 3 In 1196 Fuſſily. 
| Names of Articles. * — . 
. r en 1 Weight. Price. Duty. 
TW /e 
Sugar, &c viz. 133 ; Maps ey 
Sugar (Shukur-or Khand) - 3493 25 4 "10863 1 Of $543 1 14 
Chinny, or White Sugar 51168 15 15] 314381 90 1579 4 0 
ooſee, or Molaſſes 15519 10 3 14828 1 9 741 5 15 
apgery (Kund ſeah) or Bellee, or Goor 123460 5 13] 21935 14 © 1097 © 2 
Sugar-Candy (Miſrce) 190 7" 10 348 8 0 L794 
Ditto Turry, called in Hindoſton, Rual Boo 25 © 2000 75 of 130 © 10 
Chootah (a Species of == x0" 0 - © © © 0-0 © oO © & « 
Goolkund. {Conſerve of Roſes, being a h 
_ Compoſition of Sugar and 1 4 22 30 8 230 6 © 11,8 3 
Goolchukerce (a Drink made out of the : 
fame Materials) 5 * 6 3 8 60 CE: (<> 89892 
Ollah (Sugar Balls made of C —_ or | . | 
White Sugar) 5 6 7, © 74 4. 8 39 9 
Fora Sugar, &c. 4 25 83383 10 13] 365320 8 9 18266 4 12 
1 Total Addition of Five Years. 
Names of the Articles; 7 
55 Total Weight | Total of Price. Total Duty. 
112 . 8. C. Rs. A. PI Rs. A. G. 
Sugar, &c. viz. Ns. TE 
Sugar (Shuker) or Khan - 12842 34 8] 39618 1 © 1981 © 7 
Chinity, or White Sugar 1 - 156470 35 7 1022416 o of $1122 10 7 
Jooſee, or Molaſſes - 16073 © 3 15658 3 9 782 14 5 
Jaggery (Kund ſeah) or Bellee, or Gece 30110 15 13] 56708 8 2885 11 13 4 
Sugar-candy (Miſree) 64 11 14 1139 © 15 15 
Ditto, Pag called in Hindoſtan, Rual 849 32 8 2705 15 6 135 415 
Chootah (a Species of Molaſſes) — | 23945 7 6] 25710 15 3 $14 5 
Goolkund (Conſerve of Roſes, being a | g 
ES. „ - mom; of Sugar and Roſes) | n n Py 
oolchukeree (a Drink made out of the | 
ſame Materials) - | 3 | e | ven 
Ollah (Sugar Balls made of Chinny or g 
White Sugar) - - F 5 1 31 1 98 n e 2-5. — 
Total of Sugat, . D 240413 33 3 1164552 © 0% 58229 15 0 
Medium B - | 58 6 © o © of 11645 15 15 
f "IE 21ft Ottober, 1790. 25 
5 1 (Errors excepted.) 


| (Signed) J. DUNCAN, Reſident. 
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« Cuſtom Houſe, 
% Mangee, 22d Sept. 1790. 
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*% -arpiNDIX, No- . 


erin An Who. 


43 Cs ** overt Hay, Eſquire, * , 
M « » ates” to the Govefimaent” 
„ "of 


In bee to 7 of the ene Generil if in Cans. 
. to me, dated tre gth Inſtant, I have the Honour of lay be- 
\ TY fore-you, foffgheir information, the ſtatemeſit irequizag 4 45 


+ 2 Yaſs Minetincar of duties collected 2 Ack Aken | 
„ impe ted fra dhe untry. | E. WO f 
9 53 20 Ditto os On 8 Pp f 

Neo. 3. Dis «Is i een Taj 


A 


bag Jaggery. | o 
d pred * 17 


yo Ws "If 4h | 
«© There: were, no ex ies fol 2. < * 
* . f Phe m_ 7 4 
am, SIR, — Fe 
2 k 
y te, - | wet. ;F- 46 . MACAN.” as. 
Sept. 1790. - ©» 
* 
No. 8 * 8 ry 


1 * Duties collected on country Arrack C. Ra 
ox from the 1785 to 1789, being 5 years 28,175 13 of 
Average of one year $3 3,635 2 6 
We {No __ duty. . 6 


* 
%w * my 27 
tae 
® 


: 2 7 ; 9 | — . Ns: 2. *. 
4 fmported | inte Calcutta from the interior parts 
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